


Royal Canal Greenway Cycle and Pedestrian Route Phase 4 – Phibsborough to Ashtown
Easy Read Summary

Where is this project?

The Royal Canal Greenway Cycle and Pedestrian Route Phase 4 scheme commences at Cross Guns Bridge on Phibsborough Road and continues along the towpath of the Royal Canal to the Village Centre at Ashtown and is approximately 4.2km in length.
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[bookmark: _Ref140480899]Figure 1 Scheme Location with in red the Canal Reconfiguration Locations

Why do we need to do this work?

The current canal towpath is too narrow, at 2 metres or less over extensive lengths, to cater for both pedestrians and cyclists and, with increasing numbers of both groups of users along the route, improvements are necessary. 
Suitable widening is required to accommodate more users for amenity and commuting purposes. 
Residential development in Ashtown / Pelletstown has already increased pedestrian and cyclist demand, which will further rise with the development of further new homes on undeveloped lands. In addition, ongoing improvements to the canal towpath further west will connect the route to Mullingar, increasing demand for both leisure and commuting uses.
The project will widen the canal towpath and will enhance it by adding improved pavements, public lighting, CCTV for security, and removing existing kissing gate barriers at access points.

What was previously approved in Part 8?

The earlier Part 8 application allows for the greenway to be constructed in two phases. The first would be the construction of the greenway in areas where land is already available. The second phase would be completed after land is acquired to the north of the towpath in areas where widening is needed. 
This amending Part VIII will remove the requirement for land acquisition and instead proposes widening the existing towpath by realigning the northern bank of the canal channel.

Where are the locations where the Realignment of Canal is proposed?

It is proposed to widen the towpath by realigning the northern bank of the canal at the following three locations to overcome the need for third party land acquisition: 
1. West of Lock 6 for approximately 600 metres, realigning by up to 2.15 metres 
2. West of Broombridge for approximately 345 metres, realigning by up to 1.4 metres 
3. West of Lock 8 for approximately 85 metres, realigning by up to 1.75 metres
Who did you contact during the design process?

Dublin City Council engaged with local elected representatives, members of the local community, internal Dublin City Council departments, National Parks and Wildlife, Waterways Ireland, Irish Rail and the ESB in relation to this amending Part 8 proposals. There was and is ongoing engagement via meeting, phone conversations and through email in order to fully inform the design and address access issues. 

Who defines the requirements for realignment of the northern bank of the canal channel?

Dublin City Council and Roughan & O'Donovan are in regular contact with Waterways Ireland for ongoing collaboration on the design, licensing, construction details of realigning the northern bank of the canal, as well as the dredging and maintenance access needs. 
The particulars of these requirements include the following: 
· The reconfigured channel at any point will have sufficient lateral and vertical clearance to convey two passing barges
· Dredging will be undertaken in accordance with Waterways Ireland approved specifications and methodology to protect the navigability of the canal and to protect the wildlife within.
· A wildlife shelf will be incorporated into the design of the new canal embankments to enhance the ecological benefits of the canal.
What will it look like?
The works will be undertaken to ensure that the future environment will closely resemble the existing, albeit with a wider paved surface for pedestrians and cyclists. Existing canal side vegetation will be reinstated following the bank realignment to replicate existing conditions.


Section 1 Lock 6 to Coke Oven Cottages
From Cross Gun's Bridge to the Maynooth Line Railway bridge, the greenway will be utilised by cyclists, pedestrians, and access vehicles in shared space.
In the current state, the towpath width along this section is generally limited to 3.6 Metres, with a pinch point of 3.2 Metres at the Coke Oven Cottages. This limited width is insufficient to meet the various demands for access along the path. Consequently, it restricts movement, leads to congestion, and compromises the safety of all users.
Recognising the need for a more spacious and accessible pathway, a realignment project has been proposed.
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[bookmark: _Ref140481771]Figure 2 View of the Existing Towpath West after Lock 6
From Lock 6 and along the length of the Calp Wall, the northern bank of the canal will be realigned by approximately 1.4 Metres to provide a 4.8 Metre wide shared pedestrian and cycle path.
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[bookmark: _Ref140481938]Figure 3 View at Lock 6 As Proposed
The existing path outside the Coke Oven Cottages is predominantly 3.2 Metres with local widened points at 3.7 Metres. Beyond the Coke Oven Cottages to the west, the existing path narrows further to 2.7 Metres wide. The proposed 4.8 Metre wide path will permit two cars to pass at slow speed and will provide greater space for pedestrian and cycle users of the canal route.
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[bookmark: _Ref140482418]Figure 4 View of Existing access to Coke Oven Cottages looking West
Outside the Coke Oven Cottages, a coloured surface is proposed to highlight the change of environment and hence reduce the speed of cyclists. The widened path at 5.5 Metres will accommodate services vehicles associated with the Coke Oven Cottages to park alongside the residences and allow cyclists and pedestrians to safely navigate around these vehicles.
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[bookmark: _Ref140482645]Figure 5 View at Coke Ovens Cottages as Proposed
West of the Coke Oven Cottages as far as the railway underpass, a 4.5 Metre wide path is proposed. West of the underpass, the 4.5 Metre width will be segregated between pedestrians (2 Metres wide) and cyclists (2.5 Metres wide). 

Section 2 West of Broombridge
West of Broombridge, the level of the existing towpath is higher than the bounding industrial sites. The original planning approval envisaged the acquisition of lands from these sites by compulsory purchase order [CPO] to facilitate widening the existing towpath which is currently between 1.8 to 2 Metres wide.
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[bookmark: _Ref140483167]Figure 6 View west of Broombridge as Existing
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[bookmark: _Ref140483520]Figure 7 View between Rathoth Road and Broombridge Road as Existing
This northern bank along this section of the canal channel will be realigned by up to 1.4 Metres over 345 Metres to facilitate the widening of the towpath from approximately 1.8 Metres at its narrowest to a 4.5 Metres wide segregated greenway facility. 
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[bookmark: _Ref140484164]Figure 8 View west of Broombridge as Proposed
A 0.5 Metres wide flat verge strip will be provided at either side of the widened towpath throughout, and a further 0.5 Metres will be provided on the canal bank to the top of the water. Towpath levels will be raised to 0.3 Metres above the high water level throughout.
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[bookmark: _Ref140484687]Figure 9 View between Rathoth Road and Broombridge Road as Proposed

Section 3 West of Lock 8
This short section of proposed towpath widening is located along the boundary of Campbell’s Garage commercial and residential premises at approximately 85 metres.
It is proposed to realign the northern bank of the canal channel by up to 1.75 Metres to facilitate widening the towpath from its current width at approximately 2.85 Metres to a 4.5 Metre wide segregated walking and cycling facility. A 0.5 Metre wide verge strip will be provided at either side of the widened towpath.

What happens next?

Dublin City Council is seeking an amendment to the existing approved Part 8 planning permission to build this project. Plans are available for public comment as outlined below. The comments will be assessed and a report will be prepared for the Dublin City Councillors, who will then vote on whether the amended proposal should be approved or not.

How do I comment on this project?

[bookmark: _GoBack]A submission or observation in relation to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, may be made in writing to the Executive Manager, Planning and Property Development Department, Dublin City Council, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8 before 4.30pm on 3rd November 2023. Submissions or observations may also be made online on Citizen Space https://consultation.dublincity.ie before 23.59hrs on 3rd November 2023.
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