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1. Introduction 

Arup has prepared this Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report on behalf of Dublin City 
Council (DCC) for the Point Junction Improvement Scheme (hereafter referred to as ‘the proposed 
development’) at the intersection of North Wall Quay, East Wall Road and the Tom Clarke Bridge (the 
‘Point Junction’).  

The proposed development involves the removal of the existing roundabout at the intersection of North Wall 
Quay, East Wall Road and the Tom Clarke Bridge (the ‘Point Junction’) and the introduction of a traffic 
signalised junction. Additional infrastructure improvements will introduce pedestrian and toucan crossings at 
the junction with enhanced cycle track along East Wall Road (See Appendix A). 

This document sets out the information necessary for the competent authority, in this case DCC, to undertake 
the EIA screening assessment in respect of the proposed development and to make an EIA Screening 
determination. 

 

 

2. Legislation and Guidance 

2.1 Introduction 
This section outlines the relevant legislation and guidance reviewed in the compilation of this EIA Screening 
Report. The requirement for screening of sub-threshold developments is outlined in this section. 

2.2 Legislation and Guidance  
The current requirements for EIA for projects are set out by the European Union in Council Directive 
2011/92/EU on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Public and Private Projects on the Environment as 
amended by Directive 2014/52/EU. Further details are provided in Section 2.2.1 below. 

The requirements of the 2014 EIA Directive were transposed into Irish law with the enactment of a number 
of implementing legislative measures, including S.I. No. 296/2018 - European Union (Planning and 
Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 and S.I. No. 279/2019 – European 
Union (Roads Act 1993) (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2019. These 
Regulations resulted in amendments to the following legislation which are considered relevant to this 
project: 

• The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended 

• The Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended 

• The Roads Act 1993, as amended, as amended 

• The Roads Regulations 1994, as amended 

Further information on all relevant legislation is provided in Section 2.2.1 - Section 2.2.3 below. 

2.2.1 EIA Directive 2014/52/EU 
A European Directive for EIA has been in force since 1985 since the adoption of Council Directive 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment. 

The EIA Directive of 1985 has been amended three times by Council Directives 97/11/EC, 2003/35/EC and 
2009/31/EC. It was ultimately codified and repealed by Council Directive 2011/92/EU on 13 December 
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2011. This Directive was further amended in 2014 by Council Directive 2014/52/EU which sets out the 
current requirements for member states on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects 
on the environment. 

The EIA Directive sets out the requirements of the EIA process, including screening the need for an EIA. 
Projects listed in Annex I of the EIA Directive require a mandatory EIA whilst projects listed in Annex II 
require screening to determine as to whether an EIA is required.  

The EIA Directive 2014/52/EU defines the term ‘project’ as meaning: “the execution of construction works 
or of other installations or schemes, - other interventions in the natural surroundings and landscape including 
those involving the extraction of mineral resources.” 

Articles 4(4) and 4(5) of the EIA Directive set out the requirements for EIA screening of Annex II projects as 
follows: 

“4(4) Where Member States decide to require a determination for projects listed in Annex II, the developer 
shall provide information on the characteristics of the project and its likely significant effects on the 
environment. The detailed list of information to be provided is specified in Annex IIA. The developer shall 
take into account, where relevant, the available results of other relevant assessments of the effects on the 
environment carried out pursuant to Union legislation other than this Directive. The developer may also 
provide a description of any features of the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent what 
might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment. 

4(5) The competent authority shall make its determination, on the basis of the information provided by the 
developer in accordance with paragraph 4 taking into account, where relevant, the results of preliminary 
verifications or assessments of the effects on the environment carried out pursuant to Union legislation other 
than this Directive. The determination shall be made available to the public and: 

(a) where it is decided that an environmental effect assessment is required, state the main reasons for 
requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III; or 

(b) where it is decided that an environmental effect assessment is not required, state the main reasons for not 
requiring such assessment with reference to the relevant criteria listed in Annex III, and, where proposed by 
the developer, state any features of the project and/or measures envisaged to avoid or prevent what might 
otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment.” 

2.2.2 Planning and Development Act and Planning and Development Regulations 
The EIA Directive has been transposed into Irish law under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as 
amended and the associated Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended and European Union 
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018.  

Section 172 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, sets out the requirement for EIA. 

The prescribed classes of development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 
Assessment are transposed from Annex I and II of the Directive and set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.  

Under the legislation, all projects (defined in Section 2.2.1) can be placed into one of the following 
categories with regard to the EIA process:  

• Those that exceed the thresholds set out in the legislation and therefore have a mandatory requirement to 
prepare an EIAR 

• Those projects that are sub-threshold must be assessed on a case-by-case basis to determine whether or 
not they are likely to have significant effects on the environment; and  

• Projects that fall under Annex II (13) (a) of the EIA Directive where any change or extension of projects 
listed in Annex I or Annex II, already authorised, executed in the process of being executed  

The information to be provided by the applicant or developer for the purposes of screening sub-threshold 
development for EIA is set out in Schedules 7 and 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001, as amended. 
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2.2.3 The Roads Act 1993 and Road Regulations 1994 
The Roads Act 1993, as amended, and the Road Regulations 1994 provide the prescribed classes of road 
developments that trigger a mandatory EIA.  Under Section 2 of the Roads Act, a “road” is defined as: 

(a) “any street, lane, footpath, square, court, alley or passage 

(b) any bridge, viaduct, underpass, subway, tunnel, overpass, overbridge, flyover, carriageway (whether 
single or multiple), pavement or footway 

(c) any weighbridge or other facility for the weighing or inspection of vehicles, toll plaza or other facility for 
the collection of tolls, service area, emergency telephone, first aid post, culvert, arch, gulley, railing, 
fence, wall, barrier, guardrail, margin, kerb, lay-by, hard shoulder, island, pedestrian refuge, median, 
central reserve, channeliser, roundabout, gantry, pole, ramp, bollard, pipe, wire, cable, sign, signal or 
lighting forming part of the road, and 

(d) any other structure or thing forming part of the road and  

i. necessary for the safety, convenience, or amenity of road users or for the construction, maintenance, 
operation, or management of the road or for the protection of the environment, or  

ii. prescribed by the Minister” 

Section 50(1)(a) of the Roads Act sets out the threshold for mandatory EIA which states: 

‘A road development that is proposed that comprises any of the following shall be subject to an 
environmental impact assessment: 

(i) the construction of a motorway; 

(ii) the construction of a busway; 

(iii) the construction of a service area; 

(iv) any prescribed type of road development consisting of the construction of a proposed public road or the 
improvement of an existing public road’. 

The ‘prescribed types of road development’ under Section 50(1)(a)(iv) of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, 
are set out in Part V Environmental Impact Assessment of the Road Regulations 1994 (S.I. No. 119 of 1994), 
as amended, which states the following: 

‘(8). The prescribed types of proposed road development for the purpose of subsection (1)(a)(iv) of section 
50 of the Act shall be - 

(a) the construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or the realignment or widening of an existing road 
so as to provide four or more lanes, where such new, realigned or widened road would be eight kilometres 
or more in length in a rural area, or 500 meters or more in length in an urban area 

(b) the construction of a new bridge or tunnel which would be 100 meters or more in length’ 

Section 50(1)(e) of the Environmental Impact Assessment of the Road Regulations 1994, as amended, states 
that the road authority shall take into account the relevant selection criteria specified in Annex III (of the EIA 
Directive) in making its EIA Screening determination (see below). 
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Annex III of the EIA Directive  
SELECTION CRITERIA REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 4(3) (CRITERIA TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
PROJECTS LISTED IN ANNEX II SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) 
  
1. Characteristics of projects  
 
The characteristics of projects must be considered, with particular regard to: (a) the size and design of the 
whole project; (b) cumulation with other existing and/or approved projects; (c) the use of natural resources, 
in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity; (d) the production of waste; (e) pollution and nuisances; 
 (f) the risk of major accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned, including those 
caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge; (g) the risks to human health (for 
example due to water contamination or air pollution).  
 
2. Location of projects  
 
The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by projects must be considered, with 
particular regard to: (a) the existing and approved land use; (b) the relative abundance, availability, quality 
and regenerative capacity of natural resources (including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and 
its underground; (c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the 
following areas: (i) wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths; (ii) coastal zones and the marine environment; 
(iii) mountain and forest areas; (iv) nature reserves and parks; (v) areas classified or protected under 
national legislation; Natura 2000 areas designated by Member States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and 
Directive 2009/147/EC; (vi) areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental 
quality standards, laid down in Union legislation and relevant to the project, or in which it is considered that 
there is such a failure; (vii) densely populated areas; (viii) landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or 
archaeological significance.  
 
3. Type and characteristics of the potential impact  
 
The likely significant effects of projects on the environment must be considered in relation to criteria set out 
in points 1 and 2 of this Annex, with regard to the impact of the project on the factors specified in Article 
3(1), taking into account: (a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example geographical area 
and size of the population likely to be affected); (b) the nature of the impact; (c) the transboundary nature of 
the impact; (d) the intensity and complexity of the impact; (e) the probability of the impact; (f) the expected 
onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact; (g) the cumulation of the impact with the impact of 
other existing and/or approved projects; (h) the possibility of effectively reducing the impact. 

The information required under Annex III of the EIA Directive is provided in Sections 0 to 6. 

2.3 Guidance 
A review of the above legislation was undertaken for the purpose of this EIA screening report. The following 
guidance documents have also been considered during the preparation of this report: 

• Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (2018) Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment (August 2018) 

• Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (2017) Transposition of 2014 EIA 
Directive (2014/52/EU) in the Land Use Planning and EPA Licencing Systems 

• Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government (2017) Implementation of 
Directive 2014/52/EU on the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment (EIA 
Directive): Advice on the Administrative Provisions in Advance of Transposition 

• Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2003) Environmental Effect 
Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-Threshold Development 
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• Environmental Protection Agency (2022) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in 
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (May 2022) 

• European Commission (2017) Guidance on EIA Screening 

• The Department of Housing Planning and Local Government’s (2018) Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment 

• The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2003) Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Guidance for Consent Authorities regarding Sub-threshold Development 

• Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) (2021) OPR Practice Note PN02 Environmental Impact 
Assessment Screening 

The OPR guidance is the most recent with regard to EIA screening and further information is provided in 
Section 2.3.1 below. 

2.3.1 OPR Practice Note PN02 Environmental Impact Assessment Screening 2021 
The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) published document ‘Practice Note PN02 Environmental 
Impact Assessment Screening’ in 2021. 

The Practice Note advocates a step-by-step approach to EIA screening, as outlined below: 

Step 1. Understanding the Proposal 

A. Is the proposal a ‘project’ within the meaning of the EIA Directive?  

Determine whether a proposal is a ‘project’ described in the EIA Directive and thus whether the EIA 
Directive applies.  

B. Is the project a ‘sub-threshold development’? 

i. If the project is not of a class of development in Schedule 5, Parts 1 and 2, it is not ‘subthreshold 
development’, no EIA or EIA screening is required.  

ii. If the proposed project is of a class set out in Schedule 5, Part 1 or Part 2 and does meet or exceed 
the relevant threshold, or where no threshold applies, a mandatory EIAR is required.  

iii. If the proposed project is of a class set out in Schedule 5, Part 2 but does not meet or exceed the 
relevant threshold, it is a ‘sub-threshold development’ and must be screened for EIA.  

Step 2. Preliminary Examination  

Where a development is ‘sub-threshold’, a preliminary examination, of, at least, the nature, size or location 
of the development to conclude if there is a likelihood of significant effects on the environment, must be 
carried out.  

Step 3. EIA Screening Determination 

Where the requirement to carry out EIA is not excluded at preliminary examination stage, a screening 
determination can only be carried out on the basis of the Schedule 7A information. 
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3. EIA Screening Methodology 

The screening methodology applied in this EIA Screening report follows the structured approach provided 
for in the OPR Practice note as set out in Section 2.3.1.  The OPR have established three steps to follow 
within EIAR screening which are responded to in the sections below.  

It should be noted that the OPR Guidance is centred around EIA Screening under the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended, and the Planning and Development Regulations, as amended.  

However, given the nature of the proposed development, it is also considered to be a ‘road development’, 
under the definition of Section 2(a) of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, where a “road” is defined as: 

“(a) any street, lane, footpath, square, court, alley or passage, 

Thus, the OPR guidance has been adapted, within this EIA Screening Report, to also consider the 
requirements for EIA screening under the Roads Act 1993, as amended, and the Roads Regulations, 1994, as 
amended.  

3.1 Step 1: Understanding the Proposal 

3.1.1 A – Is the proposal a ‘project’ within the meaning of the EIA Directive? 
The EIA Directive 2014/52/EU defines the term ‘project’ as meaning: “the execution of construction works 
or of other installations or schemes, - other interventions in the natural surroundings and landscape including 
those involving the extraction of mineral resources.” 

As outlined in Section 1, the proposed development involves the removal of the existing Point Junction 
Roundabout and the construction of a new junction with additional improvements. Thus, the proposed 
development is considered to constitute a ‘project’ under the meaning of the EIA Directive. The EIA 
Directive does apply to the proposed development.  

3.1.2 B – Is the project a ‘sub-threshold development’? 
This step requires an evaluation of both the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and 
the Roads Act, 1993, as amended, to determine if mandatory EIA is required, or whether the proposed 
development needs to be screened for EIA. 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 

The prescribed classes of development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 
Assessment are set out in Part 1 and Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001, as amended. A review of the project types listed in the aforementioned Schedule 5 has been carried 
out. 

Part 1 

The proposed development is not a project type/class listed in Part 1 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001, as amended. Thus, a mandatory EIA is not required under this class. 

Part 2  

The proposed development is not a project type/class listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001, as amended. However, Part 2(15) of the Regulations states that 

“Any project listed in this Part which does not exceed a quantity, area or other limit specified in this Part in 
respect of the relevant class of development, but which would be likely to have significant effects on the 
environment, having regard to the criteria set out in Schedule 7.” 

Part 2(15) of the Regulations ultimately requires the competent authority to determine, in the case where a 
project is considered ‘sub-threshold’ to the projects listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5, whether the project would 
likely give rise to significant effects on the environment.  
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As described in Section 1, the site of the proposed development measures approximately 0.4ha and is located 
along the East Wall Road immediately to the north of the Tom Clarke Bridge in Dublin City.  

Having regard to Part 2(15) of Schedule 5 of the Regulations, the proposed development could be considered 
sub-threshold urban development involving an area of 2 hectares within a business district, in respect of Part 
2(10)(iv) of the Regulations: 

“(iv) Urban development which would involve an area greater than 2 hectares in the case of a business 
district, 10 hectares in the case of other parts of a built-up area and 20 hectares elsewhere.”  

The proposed development constitutes an urban development within a business district.  However, as the site 
is less than the 2-hectare threshold, the proposed development is considered a sub-threshold urban 
development. 

103.(1) (a) Where a planning application for sub-threshold development is not accompanied by an EIAR, the planning 
authority shall carry out a preliminary examination of, at the least, the nature, size or location of the development. 

(b) Where the planning authority concludes, based on such preliminary examination, that— 

(i) there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development, it shall 
conclude that an EIA is not required, 

 

(ii) there is significant and realistic doubt in regard to the likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising 
from the proposed development, it shall, by notice in writing served on the applicant, require the applicant to submit to 
the authority the information specified in Schedule 7A for the purposes of a screening determination unless the 
applicant has already provided such information, or 

(iii)there is a real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development, it shall— 

(I) conclude that the development would be likely to have such effects, and 

(II) by notice in writing served on the applicant, require the applicant to submit to the authority an EIAR and to comply 
with the requirements of article 105. 

(1A) (a) Where an applicant is submitting to the planning authority the information specified in Schedule 7A, the 
information shall be accompanied by any further relevant information on the characteristics of the proposed 
development and its likely significant effects on the environment, including, where relevant, information on how the 
available results of other relevant assessments of the effects on the environment carried out pursuant to European 
Union legislation other than the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive have been taken into account. 

(b) Where an applicant is submitting to the planning authority the information specified in Schedule 7A, the information 
may be accompanied by a description of the features, if any, of the proposed development and the measures, if any, 
envisaged to avoid or prevent what might otherwise have been significant adverse effects on the environment of the 
development. 

The information provided in this report provides details on the characteristics of the proposed development 
and its likely significant effects (if any) on the environment. It provides the relevant details under each of the 
criteria set out in Schedule 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. This 
information will assist the competent authority, DCC, to make a screening determination under Section 103 
of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended. 

Thus, as the proposed development can be considered to constitute ‘sub-threshold’ development with regards 
Part 2(10)(iv) of the Regulations, an assessment is required to be carried out to determine if the proposed 
development have the potential to give rise to significant effects on the environment.  

Roads Act 1993, as amended 

Section 50 (1) of the Roads Act (1993) (as substituted by S.I No. 279 of 2019 and amended by S.I. 486 of 
2019) specifies road developments for which an Environmental Impact Assessment is mandatory.  

The thresholds for mandatory EIA of a road development are set out in section 50(1)(a) which states:  

“50. (1) (a) A road development that is proposed that comprises any of the following shall be subject to an 
environmental impact assessment: 
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(i)  the construction of a motorway; 

(ii)  the construction of a busway; 

(iii)  the construction of a service area; 

(iv)  any prescribed type of road development consisting of the construction of a proposed public road or 
the improvement of an existing public road.” 

The proposed development does not comprise the construction of a motorway, busway or service area as 
defined in the Roads Act (1993), as amended.  

The ‘prescribed types of road development’ in section 50(1)(a)(iv) are set out in Part V Environmental 
Impact Assessment of the Road Regulations 1994 (S.I. No. 119 of 1994) (as amended) which states the 
following: 

(8). The prescribed types of proposed road development for the purpose of subsection (1)(a)(iv) of section 50 
of the Act shall be— 

“(a) the construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or the realignment or widening of an existing road 
so as to provide four or more lanes, where such new, realigned or widened road would be eight kilometres 
or more in length in a rural area, or 500 metres or more in length in an urban area; 

(b)  the construction of a new bridge or tunnel which would be 100 metres or more in length.” 

The proposed development does not involve the “the construction of a new road of four or more lanes, or 
the realignment or widening of an existing road so as to provide four or more lanes, where such new, 
realigned or widened road 500 metres or more in length in an urban area;”. No roads will be widened to 
four or more traffic lanes and no new four lane roads, bridges or tunnels will be constructed.  

The proposed development is not in a class listed in section 50 (1) of the Roads Act (1993), as amended, and 
it does not equal or exceed the thresholds set down in articles (8a) or (8b) of Roads Regulations 1994, as 
amended. Consequently, a mandatory EIA is not required.  

EIA screening is required to determine the potential for the project to have significant effects on the 
environment, as a sub-threshold development.  

3.2 Step 2: Preliminary Examination and Conclusion 
The OPR Practice Note, Form 2 allows the preliminary examination to be recorded. Table 1 and Table 2, 
based on Form 2 of the Practice Note, summarise the preliminary examination based on the information 
provided in Section 0 of this Report, on the nature, size and location of the Proposed Development. 
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Table 1: Preliminary Examination 

Preliminary Examination 

 Comment Yes/No/Uncertain 

Nature of the development: 

Is the nature of the proposed development 
exceptional in the context of the existing 
environment? 

The nature of the development is not exceptional in the 
context of the existing environment.  The proposed 
development aims to improve an existing junction in a 
built environment comprising commercial enterprises 
and Dublin Port infrastructure.   

No 

Will the development result in the production 
of any significant waste, or result in 
significant emissions or pollutants? 

Given the size of the proposed development, 
significant waste, emissions or pollutants are not 
expected to arise as a result of the works. 

No 

Size of the development: 

Is the size of the proposed development 
exceptional in the context of the existing 
environment? 

The size of the proposed development is not 
exceptional in the context of the existing environment. 
The proposed development encompasses an area of 
approximately 0.4ha.    

No 

Are there cumulative considerations having 
regard to other existing and/or permitted 
projects? 

The Tolka-Liffey Project (PL29N.312692) has the 
potential for cumulative effects with the proposed 
development. See Section 6.10 for further information 
on these projects and the potential cumulative effects. 

Yes 

Location: 

Is the proposed development located on, in, 
adjoining or does it have the potential to 
impact on an ecologically sensitive site or 
location? 

The site of the proposed development is not within the 
boundary of any Natura 2000 sites. The nearest 
designated site is 1.4km to the north (South Dublin Bay 
and River Tolka Estuary SPA). 

No 

Does the proposed development have the 
potential to affect other significant 
environmental sensitivities in the area? 

The proposed development is situated adjacent to the 
Recorded Monument DU018-020564 – Quay Wall.  It 
is uncertain as to whether the proposed construction 
methodology will have any significant impact on this 
monument. 

The proposed development is also adjacent to the 
Lower Liffey Estuary (IE_EA_090_0300).  It is 
uncertain as to whether the proposed construction 
methodology will have any significant impact on this 
waterbody. 

Uncertain 

 
Table 2: Conclusion of Preliminary Examination 

Conclusion of Preliminary Examination 

Based on a preliminary examination of the nature, size or location of the development: 

(Tick as appropriate) 

There is no real likelihood of significant 
effects on the environment. 

EIA is not required. 

There is real likelihood of significant 
effects on the environment. 

An EIAR is required. 

There is significant and realistic doubt 
regarding the likelihood of significant 
effects on the environment. 

Proceed to Screening Determination. 

  Yes 

 

As noted in Table 2 the conclusion of Arup’s preliminary examination is that the nature, scale and location 
of the proposed development is such that there is significant and realistic doubt regarding the likelihood of 
significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development. 

Thus, full EIA Screening is warranted.  
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As outlined in Section 2.2.2, the information to be provided for the purposes of screening sub-threshold 
development for EIA, under the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, is set out in 
Schedule 7A of the same Regulations.  

As outlined in Section 2.2.3, the Road Regulations 1994, as amended, states that the road authority shall take 
into account the relevant selection criteria specified in Annex III (of the EIA Directive) in making its EIA 
Screening determination. 

Section4- Section 6 of this EIA Screening Report sets out the information required under both Schedule 7A 
of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and Annex III of the EIA Directive, under 
the following headings: 

• Characteristics of the Proposed Development  

• Location of the Proposed Development  

• Type and Characteristics of Potential Effects 

It is noted that the information set out in Schedule 7A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as 
amended, is derived from Annex III of the EIA Directive. and thus the information requirements largely 
align.  

Table 3 below identifies the relevant sections of this EIA Screening Report where the required information is 
set out.  
Table 3: Schedule 7A Information and Annex III Information in relation to the proposed development 

Schedule 7A information 
(Planning and Development 
Regulations) 

Annex III of EIA Directive  
(Road Regulations) 

Section of this EIA 
Screening Report where 
this is addressed 

1.  A description of the proposed 
development, including in 
particular— 
(a)  a description of the physical 

characteristics of the whole 
proposed development and, 
where relevant, of demolition 
works, and 

(b)  a description of the location 
of the proposed development, 
with particular regard to the 
environmental sensitivity of 
geographical areas likely to 
be affected. 

1. Characteristics of projects  

The characteristics of projects must be considered, with 
particular regard to: (a) the size and design of the whole 
project; (b) cumulation with other existing and/or 
approved projects; (c) the use of natural resources, in 
particular land, soil, water and biodiversity; (d) the 
production of waste; (e) pollution and nuisances; (f) the 
risk of major accidents and/or disasters which are 
relevant to the project concerned, including those caused 
by climate change, in accordance with scientific 
knowledge; (g) the risks to human health (for example 
due to water contamination or air pollution).  

Section 5-Characteristics of 
the Proposed Development  

2.  A description of the aspects of the 
environment likely to be 
significantly affected by the 
proposed development. 

2. Location of projects  

The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas 
likely to be affected by projects must be considered, with 
particular regard to: (a) the existing and approved land 
use; (b) the relative abundance, availability, quality and 
regenerative capacity of natural resources (including soil, 
land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its 
underground; (c) the absorption capacity of the natural 
environment, paying particular attention to the following 
areas: (i) wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths; (ii) 
coastal zones and the marine environment; (iii) mountain 
and forest areas; (iv) nature reserves and parks; (v) areas 
classified or protected under national legislation; Natura 
2000 areas designated by Member States pursuant to 
Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC; (vi) 
areas in which there has already been a failure to meet 
the environmental quality standards, laid down in Union 
legislation and relevant to the project, or in which it is 
considered that there is such a failure; (vii) densely 
populated areas; (viii) landscapes and sites of historical, 
cultural or archaeological significance.  

Section 4- Location of the 
Proposed Development  
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Schedule 7A information 
(Planning and Development 
Regulations) 

Annex III of EIA Directive  
(Road Regulations) 

Section of this EIA 
Screening Report where 
this is addressed 

3.  A description of any likely 
significant effects, to the extent of 
the information available on such 
effects, of the proposed 
development on the environment 
resulting from— 
(a) the expected residues and 

emissions and the production 
of waste, where relevant, and 

(b) the use of natural resources, 
in particular soil, land, water 
and biodiversity. 

4. Type and characteristics of the potential impact  

The likely significant effects of projects on the 
environment must be considered in relation to criteria set 
out in points 1 and 2 of this Annex, with regard to the 
impact of the project on the factors specified in Article 
3(1), taking into account: (a) the magnitude and spatial 
extent of the impact (for example geographical area and 
size of the population likely to be affected); (b) the 
nature of the impact; (c) the transboundary nature of the 
impact; (d) the intensity and complexity of the impact; 
(e) the probability of the impact; (f) the expected onset, 
duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact; (g) 
the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other 
existing and/or approved projects; (h) the possibility of 
effectively reducing the impact. 

Section 6- Type and 
Characteristics of Potential 
Effects  

3.3 Step 3: Formal Screening Determination. 
Following the results of Step 1 and Step 2 outlined in Section 3.1 and 3.2, a formal screening determination 
must take place.  Sections 0 to 0 provides the relevant details under each of the criteria set out in Schedule 7 
and Schedule 7A information of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to 2018 for urban 
developments. These sections also provide the relevant details under each of the criteria set out in Annex III 
in the EIA Directive for roads developments.  This information will assist the competent authority, Dublin 
City Council to make a screening determination under Section 103 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 to 2018. 

The final determination on EIA screening will be made by DCC, as the competent authority.  
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4. Characteristics of the Proposed Development  

4.1 Overview of the Proposed Development 
The proposed development relates to road improvement works at the existing Point Junction roundabout at 
East Wall Road (R131), Dublin.  

The improvement works will consist of the following: 

• Removal of existing roundabout and air vent situated within roundabout 

• Removal existing traffic islands on approach to the junction 

• Provision of a traffic signalised junction on all arms, including the Port access 

− New pedestrian and cycle crossing within the existing East Link Bridge 

− New toucan crossing of Port access 

− New pedestrian crossing of North Wall Quay 

• Extension of existing two-way cycle track from the Campshires to East Link Bridge (allowing for future 
connection with the Dublin Port Liffey Tolka project) 

• Introduction of new SuDS features on both sides of North Wall Quay 

• Realignment of kerbs 

• A new pedestrian ramp to/from the Campshires 

• Utility Alterations; and 

• New public lighting 

4.2 Description of the Proposed Development 

(a) The size and design of the whole of the proposed development (including any demolition 
works):  

The construction of the proposed development will be completed in separate phases.  Further details on each 
of these phases, as well as the operational phase of the proposed development are provided below. 

4.2.1 Construction 
It is expected that construction will commence in the early-mid 2023, subject to approval. The expected 
duration of the construction works will be approximately 3-4 months. Given that East Wall Road is a heavily 
trafficked road, and that existing traffic will need to be facilitated during the works, the Contractor will be 
required to develop and implement a detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) at the outset to 
ensure that traffic disruption is managed.  

An overview of the construction works, and phasing required for the proposed development is presented 
below.  

Phase 1 - This phase will consist of the removal of the existing traffic island at the northern and southern 
approaches to the junction, breaking out of kerbs and other general site clearance works. New asphalt will be 
laid in place of the removed islands. Along the eastern side of East Wall Road, a new kerb will be installed, 
and asphalt laid to align with the new layout for southbound traffic. 

Phase 2 – This phase will consist of the removal of the existing Point Roundabout and replacement with a 
signalised junction. This will require the removal of the roundabout central island structure, kerbs, footpaths 
and the demolition and removal of an existing air vent with a concrete foundation located in the roundabout 
central island. A new kerb line will be built tying into the East Link Bridge and North Wall Quay as well as 



 

Dublin City Council Point Junction Improvement Scheme 
 

256953-00 | Issue 1 | 15 November 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland Limited EIA Screening   Page 13 
 

new footpath. Similarly, a new kerb line will be built tying North Wall Quay with East Wall Road at the 
front of the Exo building. 

Asphalt will be milled out and re-laid as part of this phase along North Wall Quay. The two-way North Wall 
Quay cycle track will be extended to the junction and the new ramp between the Campshires and the junction 
will be constructed.  

Utility works will also take place during this phase which will include 

• Relocation of Eir ducts and infrastructure 

• Installation of new gullies and manholes 

• Relocation of watermains; and 

• Installation of new ducts and chambers associated with the traffic signal infrastructure 

During this phase North Wall Quay will be closed to traffic (movements for pedestrians and cyclists 
accommodated) and several traffic diversions will be in place. North-south traffic movements along East 
Wall Road and over Tom Clarke Bridge will be maintained but turning movements will be diverted to use 
the junction of Sheriff St Upper/East Wall Road. Bus services will also be redirected during this time period. 

Additional traffic management will be required along East Wall Road for particular utility alteration works 
which require road crossings. This will involve trench excavation works, laying ducts or pipes, and 
backfilling/reinstatement.  

Phase 3 – The final phase will consist of surfacing works along East Wall Road and alteration to road levels. 
Other finishing works will take place during this stage such as the completion of the Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (‘SuDs’) areas, installation of new public lighting and installation of traffic signal poles 
and electrical connections, and the installation of road markings and signage.  

A limited amount of night works is envisaged during this phase, depending on the element of works, to 
mitigate traffic impacts to along East Wall Road. North Wall Quay will be partially open to traffic during 
this stage (accommodating eastbound traffic only). 

Some localised dust, surface-water and noise emissions may be generated during the construction phase 
however these will not be significant due to the relatively short duration of the works (less than 6 months), 
the low level of construction vehicles/plant and construction staff required to carry out the works, the nature 
of the works proposed and the narrow construction footprint along a busy trafficked road. It is envisaged that 
the construction compound will be located in an area of existing hardstanding along the North Wall Quay. 

It is expected that the noisier activities will be phased and planned to ensure that the nearest noise sensitive 
receptors do not experience significant disturbance.  

Surface water run-off will be managed in line with best practice. The extent of the works (in a highly 
urbanised area) is relatively small, excavations are shallow (max 1150mm), dewatering is not envisaged and 
any construction run-off that is generated will be minor and will enter the existing DCC surface water 
drainage system and will be diluted prior to discharge to the Lower Liffey Estuary. The type of construction 
works proposed are not complex in nature and are well understood, therefore significant environmental 
emissions are not predicted.   

4.2.2 Demolition 
During the construction phase, the breaking of kerbs and removal of the roundabout and island will be 
undertaken.  Aside from these activities, there are no demolition works required for the completion of the 
proposed development. 

4.2.3 Operation 
Following construction, the proposed development will improve facilities for pedestrians and cyclists along 
East Wall Road. There will be no significant change in the existing environmental baseline following 
construction. The only noise and air emissions will be those from the existing traffic itself. Surface water will 
be managed during operation via road gullies as is currently the norm.  
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The proposed development is located along the East Wall Road (R131) from the southern edge of the Exo 
Building to the Point Roundabout located at North Wall Quay (R801)/East Wall Road and Tom Clarke 
Bridge (East Link Bridge). The scheme extends from the Dublin Port gates west along the R801 for 
approximately 105m. The total area of the redline boundary of the proposed development area is 0.4ha.  

(b) Other existing or permitted projects (including under other legislation that is subject to 
EIA) that could give rise to cumulative effects:  

The Dublin City Council online planning records were consulted in October 2022.  

The DCC Planning website was consulted in order to ascertain if there are any other existing or permitted 
projects that could give rise to cumulative effects, when considered alongside the proposed development. 
Existing or permitted projects of significance within 1km of the proposed development site which have the 
potential to give rise to cumulative effects are identified below. Existing or permitted projects which involve  

The Tolka-Liffey Project (PL29N.312692) is also situated adjacent to the proposed development and will 
consist of construction of a new 1.4km pedestrian walkway and a 2-way cycle lane along East Wall Road 
and Bond Road from the River Liffey to the Tolka Estuary. The project has been granted permission by DCC 
(but is subject to appeal at present) which may present an overlap with the construction period of both 
projects which may lead to in-combination construction traffic.  However, the proposed development has 
been designed to allow for future connection with this project so there will be a natural synergy between the 
two operational phases. DCC and Dublin Port Company are in regular consultation regarding the phasing of 
these works. 

As a Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will be implemented by the Contractor, it will be 
required to take into account the Liffey Tolka project construction schedules.  Therefore, significant negative 
effects are not anticipated. 

Dublin City Council has previously committed to progressing a Dublin District Heating System (DDHS) 
focussed in the general area of the Dublin Docklands and Poolbeg Peninsula. Under Objective CC09 of the 
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2016-2022 ‘to encourage the production of energy from renewable 
sources such as district heating’.  

Elements of the DDHS pipe network have already been installed within the north docklands area including 
under the new LUAS (Line C1 to the Point Theatre), Mayor Street Upper and within the new Liffey Tunnel.  
During the detailed design stage, it will be determined if elements of the DDHS pipe network that are 
situated within the site boundaries will be installed simultaneously with the proposed development. 

(c) Use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity: 
Will construction or the operation of the proposal use natural resources such as land, soil, water, 
materials or energy, especially any resources which are non-renewable or are in short supply?  

All of the proposed development area consists of hardstanding along East Wall Road consisting of road 
surface, cycle track and footpath.  

Some energy will be required for the operation of construction compounds, construction lighting etc. 
However, the amount of energy required to facilitate the proposed development is not considered to be 
significant.  

There may be some requirement for water usage at the site; for welfare facilities or indeed for dust 
prevention, in the event that there is any stockpiling of material on site. However again, any water use on site 
is not expected to be significant and would not be outside what would usually be expected for works of this 
nature.  

(d) Production of waste: 
Will the proposal produce solid wastes during construction, operation, or decommissioning? 
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There will be some waste generated on site. Standard domestic waste will be generated in construction 
compounds and welfare facilities. This will be segregated at source, removed from site and disposed of in a 
suitable licenced facility.  

There will be some Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste generated from the proposed development, in 
the form of some asphalt and/or concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are again, not expected to be 
significant and will be removed from site and recycled where possible or disposed of in a suitably licenced 
facility.  

Generation of waste is not anticipated for the operational period. 

(e) Pollution and nuisances: 
Will the proposal release pollutants to ground or surface water, or air (including noise and 
vibrations) or water, or lead to exceeding environmental standards set out in other Directives?  

The proposed development is located in Air Quality Zone A.  The closest air quality monitoring station to the 
proposed development is located on Amiens Street, Dublin 1.  Historic trends indicate that PM2.5 levels 
remain below recorded emission levels in 2010 from an annual mean of approximately 11 µg/m3 to 
approximately 9 µg/m3.  

There is potential for some emissions to air to occur as part of the proposed development, however there is 
not expected to be any exceedance in environmental standards set out in relevant Directives. There is not 
expected to be any significant emissions to ground or surface water as a result of the proposed excavation 
works. Refer to Section 6 for a detailed description of the types and characteristics of effects. 

From a noise perspective, both East Wall Road and North Wall Quay are mapped as part of the DCC Dublin 
Agglomeration Strategic Noise Maps.  Lden values along both these streets predominately range from 65-
69dB and 70-74dB on the Strategic Noise Maps.  A Lden value range of >75dB was observed at the East 
Wall Roundabout. Lnight values range from 50-54dB along North Wall Quay and East Wall Road with 
additional Lden values of 55-59dB at the East Wall Roundabout. Considering the above readings, the 
baseline noise emanating from the nearby roads surrounding the site is considered to be already quite high. 

There is potential for noise to be generated during the construction phase due to construction traffic and 
machinery operation.  However, noise emissions are not expected to be significant. 

Standard working hours of 0700-1800 Monday to Friday and 0800-1400 on Saturday will apply to works 
along North Wall Quay while it is closed and works in other areas which do no impact traffic. Works outside 
of these hours will apply for works such as trench road crossings along East Wall Road and resurfacing 
works along East Wall Road (up to 23:00 at night). Any other works outside of these hours would be by 
exception. 

No significant vibration impacts are envisaged during the construction phase. Construction plant with 
potential to cause vibration impacts are likely to be used such as excavators and dumper trucks. Any 
potential vibration impacts during the construction phase will be managed by the implementation of 
appropriate control measures.  

No significant water pollution impacts are envisaged to ground or surface water receptors during the 
construction phase.  The level of excavation is minimal (max 1150mm) and all potential surface water run 
off is anticipated to drain into existing drainage systems before filtering out and diluting further prior to 
entering the Liffey Estuary Lower. 

Due to the high traffic volumes along East Wall Road, there is a potential for traffic disruption during the 
construction phase of the proposed development. Therefore, the Contractor will be required to develop and 
implement a detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) at the outset to ensure that traffic 
disruption is kept to a minimum. 

(f) Major accidents and disasters: 
In accordance with scientific knowledge, is there a risk of major accidents and/or disasters which 
are relevant to the project, including those caused by climate change?   
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Given the scale and nature of the proposed excavation works, there is not considered to be any risk of major 
accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project 

The Contractor will ensure that the proposed development are carried out in accordance with the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 291 of 2013). There is a low 
probability that accidents will occur as the construction works are standard in nature and well understood. 
Normal good construction practice will ensure that the risk of accidents will be low. It is envisaged that the 
risk of accidents, having regard to substances or technologies used is very low and therefore will not result in 
significant environmental effects. 

(g) Risks to human health, for example due to water contamination or air pollution:  
As identified in Section 4.2.3 (e) above, the proposed development is not expected to give rise to the release 
of pollutants to ground, surface or ground water, or air which will lead to exceeding environmental standards 
set out in other Directives. 

Refer to Section 6.1 for an assessment of the potential for effects on human health. 
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5. Location of the Proposed Development 

This Section describes location of the proposed development, in accordance with Section (B)(2) of Form 3 
which is based off Schedule 7 of the Directive in the OPR Practice Note PN02 – Environmental Impact 
Assessment Screening.  

(a) Generally, describe the location of the site and its surroundings: 
The proposed development is situated along the East Wall Road (R131) approximately 40m north of the 
Point Roundabout located at North Wall Quay (R801)/East Wall Road and Tom Clarke Bridge (East Link 
Bridge). The site boundary then extends approximately 70m west along North Wall Quay. 

The 3 Arena, Exo office development and The Gibson Hotel are located to the west and northwest of the 
proposed development, while Dublin Port is located to the east. There is also a new student accommodation 
to the west of the Gibson Hotel (see Figure 1 and Figure 2 below). Refer also to Appendix A which shows 
the detail of the proposed development. 
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Figure 1: The proposed development site in the context of the wider Dublin Area (indicated by red star) (Source: 
Google Maps) | not to scale 

  
Figure 2 Indicative red line boundary of the proposed development | not to scale (Source: Google Earth) 
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The site of the proposed development is not within the boundary of any Natura 2000 sites. The nearest 
designated site is 1.4km to the north (South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA). 

The nearest NHA to the site is the Skerries Island NHA, which is located approximately 26.5km to the north-
east of the site. The nearest pNHAs to the site are the Grand Canal pNHA which is approximately 400m to 
the south-west of the site and the Royal Canal pNHA which is approximately 800m to the west of the site. 

There are no nature reserves, or nature designated areas of refuge for flora or fauna at or near the site of the 
proposed development.  The site is not considered to be of significant ecological interest – refer to Section 8 
for further information. 

(c) Are there any other areas on or around the location that are important or sensitive for 
reasons of their ecology e.g. wetlands, watercourses or other waterbodies (including 
riparian areas and river mouths), the coastal zone and the marine environment, mountains, 
forests or woodlands, that could be affected by the project? 

As illustrated in Figure 2 above, the site of the proposed development is located in a highly urbanised, 
commercial area within Dublin City Centre adjacent to the Dublin Port.  As such, it is not considered that 
there are any species of rich biodiversity value on the site, and there are no other areas on or around the site 
that are considered important or sensitive for reasons of their ecology. 

(d) Is the proposal likely to be highly visible to many people? Are there any areas or features 
of high landscape or scenic value on or around the location, or are there any routes or 
facilities that are used by the public for recreation or other facilities which could be 
affected by the proposal? 

As previously noted, the proposed development is located within a commercial area of Dublin City.  There 
are a large number of multi-storey commercial premises located in immediate proximity to the site.  During 
construction, there will be elements that will be visible to people outside the site boundaries.  However, upon 
completion there will not be any elements of the project that will represent a significant change in the 
existing landscape. 

Therefore, the site is not considered to be of significant landscape character significance. 

(e) Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural importance on or around the location 
that could be affected by the project? 

There are no Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) located within proximity of the site.  The following 
protected structure and recorded monument are located adjacent to the site boundary: 

• Protected Structure Reg No. 50011169 – Train Shed (now the location of the 3 Arena) 

• Recorded Monument DU018-020564 – Quay Wall  

(b) Is the project located within, close to or has it the potential to impact on any site specified 
in Article 103(3)(a)(v) of the Regulations: 

− European site  

− NHA/pNHA 

− Designated Nature Reserve 

− Designated refuge for flora or fauna  

− Place, site or feature of ecological interest, the preservation, conservation, protection of 
which is an objective of a development plan/ local area plan/ draft plan or variation of a 
plan.  
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Refer to Section 6.3 for detailed descriptions on proposed mitigation measures and potential impacts to the 
historic features listed above. 

(f) Are there areas within or around the location which are densely populated or built-up, or 
occupied by sensitive land uses e.g., hospitals, schools, places of worship, community 
facilities that could be affected by the proposal? 

The proposed development is located within a built-up, urbanised area.  The 3 Arena is located adjacent to 
the proposed development and is an indoor amphitheatre with a capacity of 13,000 individuals.  The 3 Arena 
has the potential to be affected on a temporary basis due to traffic disruption. However, as outlined in 
Section 6.1, these impacts are likely to be localised and of short duration and unlikely to provide any 
significant impact. Furthermore, consultation with the 3 Arena shall be undertaken in the preparation of the 
Traffic Management Plan to effectively manage the potential disruption to traffic access to the venue. 

(g) Are there any areas within or around the location which contain important, high quality or 
scarce resources e.g., groundwater, surface waters, forestry, agriculture, fisheries, tourism, 
minerals, that could be affected by the proposal? 

The site of the proposed work does not contain important, high quality or scarce resources that could be 
affected by the proposal. 

The Grand Canal and Royal Canal are situated approximately 400m to the southwest and 800m to the west 
respectively and will therefore not be impacted by the proposed development. 

(h) Are there any areas within or around the location which are already subject to pollution or 
environmental damage, and where there has already been a failure in environmental 
standards that could be affected by the proposal e.g., the status of water bodies under the 
Water Framework Directive? 

There are no known areas within or around the site of the proposed development which are already subject to 
pollution or environmental damage, or where there has already been a failure in environmental standards that 
could be affected by the proposal. 

There are no known surface water features on the site of the proposed development.  The closest water 
feature is the Liffey Estuary Lower which is located adjacent to the southern border of the site development. 
The Liffey Estuary Lower is identified as a transitional waterbody that is of ‘intermediate ecological status 
and is ‘At Risk’ in terms of achieving its Water Framework Directive objectives. 

(i) Is the site located in an area susceptible to subsidence, landslides, erosion, or flooding 
which could cause the proposal to present environmental problems? 

The site of the proposed development is not located in an area susceptible to subsidence, landslides, erosion, 
or flooding which could cause the proposal to present environmental problems.  

The site is low-lying and located within the built-up area of Dublin City.  

There are no known surface water features on the site of the proposed development. The closest water 
feature is Liffey Estuary Lower, which is located adjacent to the southern boundary of the site. The site is not 
located in a flood zone. Thus, there is no risk of flooding of the proposed development. 

(j) Are there any additional considerations that are specific to this location?   
No additional considerations in addition to those previously identified are specific to this location. 
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6. Type and Characteristics of the Potential Impacts  

This Section describes the types and characteristics of potential impacts, in accordance with Section (B)(3) 
of Form 3 of the OPR Practice Note PN02- Environmental Impact Assessment Screening.  

6.1 Population and Human Health  
There will be some construction traffic associated with the construction of the proposed development. In 
addition, temporary traffic management measures will be required where the work will cross or run adjacent 
to the local public roads. These temporary traffic management measures will be designed carefully to enable 
the works to progress and to manage the safety of workers and the passing public. The temporary traffic 

management measures will evolve constantly as the works progresses. Thus, as a result of temporary traffic 
measures, there may be some disruption or nuisance experienced by local residents and businesses. 

Prior to the commencement of the works, the contractor will be required to develop a Construction 

Traffic Management Plan. The Temporary Traffic Management Plan will be designed to provide a safe 
working environment and to enable the safe and efficient passage of traffic and other road users through the 
road works site during the construction phase. The Plan will take account of any specific planning conditions 
and will be agreed in full with the Planning Authority and emergency services before works commence.  
Liaison will take place with receptors adjacent to the works to effectively manage any traffic disruption and 
maintain access to these receptors 

Sensitive receptors are located near the proposed development area and include the Gibson Hotel and a new 
student accommodation on Mayor Street Upper to the west of the Gibson Hotel. Access routes to the above 
sensitive receptors will be maintained for the duration of the construction period. In the event of temporary 
disruption to access to these receptors or the gates at Dublin Port, prior engagement will be undertaken with 
them. 

There will be some dust and noise emissions during the construction phase however, they are not considered 
to be significant. These are addressed in detail in Section 6.8 and Section 6.9 respectively.  

There will be some temporary disruption to pedestrian and cycle routes during the construction phase of the 
proposed development.  However, the operation of the proposed development will rectify existing safety 
concerns for active travel users by expanding on existing pedestrian and cyclist access routes.   

Following completion of the proposed development, a permanent positive effect on the health of the 
population is identified as a result of safer and improved infrastructure, improved access to public transport 
services (bus stops and Luas) and additional/improved routes for cyclists and pedestrians.   

6.2 Biodiversity  
The existing proposed development area is currently all existing hardstanding. Thus, there is no known 
features of biodiversity importance within the site of the proposed development. 

The Lower Liffey Estuary is located immediately adjacent to the redline boundary. The Lower Liffey 
Estuary then flows into Dublin Bay approximately 5km to the east of the proposed development site. The 
proposed development area is of low ecological value. The risk status of the Liffey Estuary Lower is 
classified as ‘at risk’ according to the Transitional Waterbodies Risk, while it has a ‘moderate’ Transitional 
Waterbody WFD Status 2010-2015. Dublin Bay is classified as having a ‘good’ Coastal Waterbody WFD 
Status 2010-2015 and a Waterbody Risk Status of ‘not at risk’.  Due to the existing surface water drainage 
system, the proposed development does not pose a risk to any of the above waterbodies in meeting their 
WFD objectives.  

The proposed development is not located within the boundary of any Natura 2000 sites. There are 18 
designated sites within 15km of the proposed development, eight Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and ten 
Special Conservation Areas (SACs). See Figure 3 below. There are no significant air, noise nor water/ground 
emissions arising from the proposed development site. As such there will be no direct or indirect effects on 
any Natura 2000 sites.  



 

Dublin City Council Point Junction Improvement Scheme 
 

256953-00 | Issue 1 | 15 November 2022 | Ove Arup & Partners Ireland Limited EIA Screening   Page 22 
 

A Report for Screening for Appropriate Assessment was carried out and it was concluded that: 

• There is no potential for the proposed development to significantly impact on Natura 2000 Sites 

• The proposed development is not directly connected with, or necessary to the conservation management 
of any Natura 2000 sites 

• The proposed development, alone or in combination with other projects, is not likely to have significant 
effects on Natura 2000 sites in view of their conservation objectives 

The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) website (www.biodiversity.ie) contains a mapping tool that 
indicates known records of legally protected species within a selected OS 1km grid square. The site is 
located within square O1834 and data on this square was downloaded from the website on 20th October 
2022. It is noted that this list is not exhaustive, and an absence of records does not imply that they are not 
present within the given area.   

The following protected species have been recorded in this 1km grid square – Black Headed Gull (Larus 
ridibundus), Brent Goose (Branta bernicla), Great cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo), Mew Gull (Larus 
canus) and European Otter (Lutra lutra). However, the Lower Liffey Estuary is located in the same grid 
square as the proposed development and is likely to be of interest to the aforementioned species. The 
proposed development is not of any interest to these species.  

Invasive species Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio inaequidens) was also recorded within this 1km grid 
square. However, there are no known invasive species on the site of the proposed development.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.biodiversity.ie/
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Figure 3: Natura 2000 Sites within 15km of the proposed development | not to scale | Background Mapping © Bing Maps 
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6.3 Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage 
There are no recorded monuments or protected structures within the boundary of the proposed development. 
There is one protected structure and one recorded monument adjacent to the redline boundary:   

• Protected Structure Reg No. 50011169 – Train Shed (now the location of the 3 Arena); 

• Recorded Monument DU018-020564 – Quay Wall. 

  

 
Figure 4: NIAH sites in close proximity to the proposed development | not to scale | Background mapping © Bing Maps 
It is noted that the proposed development is located in immediate proximity to the Recorded Monument 
DU018-020 (Quay wall), which is subject to statutory protection under Section 12 of the National 
Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994. However, as outlined in Section 6.8 below, the level of vibration 
caused during the construction phase is unlikely to generate any significant impacts on surrounding 
structures. Thus, significant impacts to protected structures within the vicinity of the proposed development 
are unlikely.  

Prior to the undertaking of any works within the vicinity of the Quay Wall, relevant method statements will 
be prepared by the contractor and submitted to DCC for prior approval.  

No known national monuments listed by the National Monuments Service and no buildings listed in the 
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) will be directly affected by the proposed development. 

Historically the area between the Train Shed (now location of 3 Arena) and East Wall Road would have been 
used by goods trains, and until 2014 railway tracks were visible within the carriageway at the Point 
Roundabout. However, in 2014 these tracks were removed within the carriageway during construction 
works. Wherever the remainder of these tracks are located within the proposed footpath, these will be 
retained, and their presence highlighted where possible e.g., by using a different colour material.  
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There are currently two gated entrances/exits to Dublin Port adjacent to the East Link bridge, with one 
currently active. They are cast iron pillars associated with these gates. As part of proposed development, it is 
proposed to maintain all the pillars in their original location and condition (see Figure 5). The Dublin Port 
Liffey Tolka project proposes to create a new plaza in this area and set back the location of the gates, thus 
tying in with the proposed development. 

 
Figure 5: Existing Dublin Port Gates 

6.4 Landscape and Visual  
The proposed development is located within an industrial area which is currently dominated by high-rise 
developments and construction sites. The only structures which will be placed above ground as part of the 
proposed development will be a number of traffic lights and street lighting columns. The proposed lighting 
will replicate the existing lighting in the area and these structures will be approx. 10m high. Both standard 
height (3m) and double height (5m) traffic signal poles will be installed.  

During construction there will be some temporary disruption to the existing landscape during excavation or 
digging.  Due to the temporary nature of the excavations, no additional visual barrier will be required.  
However, as these works will be localised and of short duration, significant impacts to the existing landscape 
are not anticipated. 

As such, it can be concluded that there will be no significant negative effects on the landscape or visual 
amenity as a result of the proposed development.  

6.5 Soils and Geology 
The bedrock in the proposed development areas is classified as ‘Lucan Formation’ which consists of dark 
limestone and shale according to the Geological Groundwater Data Viewer. The underlying soils are 
classified as ‘made ground’ according to the GSI Groundwater Data Viewer. The groundwater aquifer in the 
area is classified as ‘a locally important aquifer – bedrock which is moderately productive only in local 
zones. The groundwater vulnerability of the site is classified as ‘low’. The groundwater recharge for the site 
is considered to be low.  

Only shallow excavations and milling of asphalt will be required during the construction of the proposed 
development. No dewatering will be required during the construction phase of the proposed development. 
The Contractor will send any excavated material which cannot be re-used/recycled for disposal to a suitably 
licenced facility (refer to Section 4.2(d) for further information on waste removal).  
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The contractor will ensure that any interim storage or waste management facilities for excavated material 
have the appropriate waste licences of waste facility permits in place. It is therefore not envisaged at this 
stage that the proposed development will result in significant effects on soils and geology.  

6.6 Water Quality, Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
The primary water features located in close proximity to the proposed development are the Lower Liffey 
Estuary and Dublin Bay. The risk status of the Liffey Estuary Lower is classified as ‘at risk’ according to the 
Transitional Waterbodies Risk, while it has a ‘good Transitional Waterbody WFD Status 2013-2018. Dublin 
Bay is classified as having a ‘good’ Coastal Waterbody WFD Status 2013-2018 and a Coastal Waterbody 
Risk Status of ‘not at risk’.  

There is no history of flooding at the proposed development area according to Flood Maps. According to a 
Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment carried out by O’Connor, Sutton, Cronin for the adjacent EXO 
Building, the site is at negligible risk from fluvial, tidal, pluvial or groundwater sources.  

Having regard to the depth of the proposed excavations (max 1m), dewatering is not envisaged to be required 
during the works. The proposed development is not expected to give rise to any impacts on hydrogeology. 

Any surface water run-off that is generated during both the construction and operational phase of the 
proposed development will enter the existing Dublin City Council surface water drainage system prior to 
discharge to the Lower Liffey Estuary. Best practice construction measures such as silt and sediment controls 
will be installed prior to the commencement of any construction works. 

Thus, significant negative effects on water quality and hydrology are not envisaged.  

6.7 Air Quality and Climate 
There is potential for air quality effects during the construction phase which have the potential to cause 
short-term disturbance to nearby receivers. 

Air emissions from the exhausts of construction plant, machinery and haulage trucks have potential to be 
elevated during construction but are not expected to be significant, given the scale of the proposed 
development and the existing traffic volumes. Taking into consideration the routine construction 
methodologies (including dust minimisation) to be employed on site, the location of the proposed 
development in an urban setting, and the short-term nature of the construction works, no significant effects 
on air quality are predicted during the proposed development. 

Refer to Section 4.2.3(e) for further information regarding construction impacts to Air Quality and Climate. 

During the operational phase, there will be no significant air emissions from the proposed development. 
There will be no significant negative air effects as a result of the proposed development. Given the 
connection to the Dublin Port Liffey Tolka project and existing cycleways (see Section 6.10), the proposed 
development facilitates the provision of active travel facilities in the region, it is anticipated that more 
pedestrians and cyclists will move through the junction which will result in less vehicle movements.  
Therefore, the proposed development has the potential for a positive impact to air quality and climate. 

6.8 Noise and Vibration 
Noise will be generated during the construction of the proposed development due to construction traffic, 
construction machinery, excavation works etc. The effect of construction noise on sensitive receptors 
(residential dwellings) in the immediate vicinity of the site will be temporary only due to the short duration 
of the construction works. It is noted that there are no residential properties within the proposed development 
area. The Gibson Hotel is located to the west of the proposed development area and there is also a new 
student accommodation to the west of the Gibson Hotel.  Standard working hours of 0700-1800 Monday to 
Friday and 0800-1400 on Saturday will apply to works along North Wall Quay while it is closed and works 
in other areas which do no impact traffic. Works outside of these hours will apply for works such as trench 
road crossings along East Wall Road and resurfacing works along East Wall Road (up to 23:00 at night). 
Any other works outside of these hours would be by exception. 
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Noise emissions will be controlled by the implementation of best construction practice. Examples of 
measures to be employed include the selection of quiet plant, not leaving plant idling and maintenance of 
plant to minimise noise generation. A full list of proposed measures will be proposed and implemented by 
the contractor in advance of the construction works.  

The main potential source of vibration during the construction programme is associated ground-breaking 
activities. 

It is noted that the proposed development is located in immediate proximity to the Recorded Monument 
DU018-020 (Quay wall), which is subject to statutory protection under Section 12 of the National 
Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994. However, the level of vibration caused during the construction phase is 
unlikely to generate any significant impacts on surrounding structures. Thus, significant impacts to protected 
structures within the vicinity of the proposed development are unlikely.  

Prior to the undertaking of any works within the vicinity of the Quay Wall, relevant method statements will 
be prepared by the contractor and submitted to DCC for prior approval.  

Residual vibration effects will be controlled by the implementation of best construction practice. Examples 
of measures to be employed include the use of suitable vibration isolators in equipment mountings and 
ensuring that materials are lowered rather than dropped from heights. A full list of proposed measures will be 
proposed and implemented by the contractor in advance of the construction works.  

There will be no significant negative noise or vibration effects as a result of the proposed development.  

6.9 Land Use and Materials  
No significant negative effects on land use or material assets are predicted during the construction or 
operation phases of the proposed development.  

All of the proposed development area consists of hardstanding along East Wall Road consisting of mostly 
road surface, cycle track and footpath. The proposed development lies within an area which to the west is 
zoned as to ‘provide for and improve mixed use facilities’ and to the east to ‘provide for the protection and 
creation of industrial uses and facilitate opportunities for employment creation’. There will be no change of 
land use within the proposed development area. 

Services will be diverted within the road as required with minimum disturbance to sensitive receptors and 
surface water run-off will be managed as is currently the norm. Refer to Section 6.2.3(c) above in relation to 
natural resources and production of waste 

There will be no disruption to existing water supplies during the proposed development.  

6.10 Cumulative Effects 
The DCC Planning website was consulted in order to ascertain if there are any other existing or permitted 
projects that could give rise to cumulative effects, when considered alongside the proposed development. 
Existing or permitted projects of significance within 1km of the proposed development site which have the 
potential to give rise to cumulative effects are identified below. Existing or permitted projects which involve  

The Tolka-Liffey Project (PL29N.312692) is also situated adjacent to the proposed development and will 
consist of construction of a new 1.4km pedestrian walkway and a 2-way cycle lane along East Wall Road 
and Bond Road from the River Liffey to the Tolka Estuary. The project has been granted permission by DCC 
(but is subject to appeal at present) which may present an overlap with the construction period of both 
projects which may lead to in-combination construction traffic.  However, the proposed development has 
been designed to allow for future connection with this project so there will be a natural synergy between the 
two operational phases. DCC and Dublin Port Company are in regular consultation regarding the phasing of 
these works. 

Dublin City Council has previously committed to progressing a Dublin District Heating System (DDHS) 
focussed in the general area of the Dublin Docklands and Poolbeg Peninsula. Under Objective CC09 of the 
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2016-2022 ‘to encourage the production of energy from renewable 
sources such as district heating’.  
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Elements of the DDHS pipe network have already been installed within the north docklands area including 
under the new LUAS (Line C1 to the Point Theatre), Mayor Street Upper and within the new Liffey Tunnel.  
During the detailed design stage, it will be determined if elements of the DDHS pipe network that are 
situated within the site boundaries will be installed simultaneously with the proposed development. 

As a Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will be implemented by the Contractor, it will be 
required to take into account the Liffey Tolka project construction schedules.  Therefore, significant negative 
effects are not anticipated. 

6.11 Interaction between the above factors 
The interaction of the above factors has been considered in this screening assessment. For example, noise 
and vibration impacts have been considered both in terms of effects on people and effects on biodiversity.  

The construction phase in particular will have many interactions. Examples include the movement of soil and 
machinery, the level of intensity of construction activities and consequent level of disturbance.  

No significant effects due to the interaction of factors are predicted. 

6.12 Transboundary Effects 
As described in Section 5, the site of the proposed development is approximately 0.4ha in size and is located 
at the Point Junction Roundabout in Dublin 1.  

The proposed development will be minor in nature and scale. Thus, there is no potential for transboundary 
effects to occur as a result of the proposed development.   

 

 

7. Overall Conclusions 

The prescribed classes of urban development and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 
Assessment are set out in Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 as amended. A 
review of the project types listed in the aforementioned Schedule 5, as amended has been carried out. The 
proposed development is a type set out in Part 2 Class 10 (b)(iv) of Schedule 5 as described previously but it 
does not exceed the relevant quantity, area or other limit specified in that Part. Therefore, it is a sub-
threshold urban development and has been screened for EIA as described below.  

The prescribed classes of roads developments and thresholds that trigger a mandatory Environmental Impact 
Assessment are also contained in Section 2 and Section 50 of the Roads Act 1993, as amended.  A review of 
project types listed in Part V of the Road Regulations 1994 has been carried out.  The proposed development 
does not exceed the relevant quantity, area or other limit specified within this Legislation.  Therefore, it is a 
sub-threshold roads development and has been screened for EIA. 

Arup has prepared this EIA Screening Report on behalf of DCC to determine whether an EIA is required for 
the proposed development. The information provided in this report provides details on the characteristics of 
the proposed development and its likely significant effects (if any) on the environment. This information will 
assist the competent authority, DCC to undertake the EIA screening as required under the Planning and 
Development Regulations, 2001, as amended and the Roads Act 1993, as amended. 

Based on the information provided in this report, it is the opinion of Arup that there is no real likelihood of 
significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development and that an EIA is not 
required. 

However, the determination on EIA screening will be made by DCC.   
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Appendix A 
Point Junction Improvement Scheme Drawing 
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Appendix B 
Form 3 – OPR Screening Checklist 
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Screening Determination: 

A. Case Details: 

Planning Register Reference:  

Development Summary: Point Junction Improvement Scheme 

 Yes / No / N/A: Comment (if 
relevant): 

Does the application include information specified in 
Schedule 7A? 

Yes  

Other relevant information submitted: N/A  

Does the application include a NIS and/or other 
reports to enable AA screening? 

Yes Report for the 
Purposes of AA 
Screening 

 

Is an IED/IPC/Waste Licence or Waste Water 
Discharge Authorisation (or review of licence/ 
authorisation) required from the EPA for the subject 
development?  

No   

If YES has the EPA been consulted? N/A  

Have any other relevant1 assessments of the effects on 
the environment been carried out pursuant to other 
relevant Directives –for example SEA or AA? 

AA Report for the 
Purposes of AA 
Screening 
Prepared 

B. Examination: 

1. Characteristics of proposed development 

(Including demolition, construction, operation, or decommissioning): 

 If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics of the development 

(i.e. the nature and extent): 

The size and design of the whole of the proposed 
development (including any demolition works): 

The site of the proposed development is approximately 0.4ha. The 
proposed development is described in Section 6 of this report and will 
comprise the excavation of the existing point junction roundabout and 
the provision of a new traffic signalised junction with improved 
pedestrian and cycle access of East Link Bridge and North Wall Quay.  

Other existing or permitted projects (including under 
other legislation that is subject to EIA) that could give 
rise to cumulative effects: 

The DCC Planning website was consulted in order to ascertain if there 
are any other existing or permitted projects that could give rise to 
cumulative effects, when considered alongside the proposed 
development. Projects of note are identified in Section 6.10 of this 
report.  

Given that there are no likely significant effects identified as a result of 
the proposed development, no cumulative effects are identified. 

 
1 Relevant assessments are those which have a significant bearing on the project.  
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Screening Determination: 

 Use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water 
and biodiversity: 

Will construction or the operation of the proposal use 
natural resources such as land, soil, water, materials or 
energy, especially any resources which are non-
renewable or are in short supply? 

All of the proposed development area consists of hardstanding along 
East Wall Road consisting of road surface, cycle track and footpath.  

Some energy will be required for the operation of construction 
compounds, construction lighting etc. However, the amount of energy 
required to facilitate the proposed development is not considered to be 
significant.  

There may be some requirement for water usage at the site; for welfare 
facilities or indeed for dust prevention, in the event that there is any 
stockpiling of material on site. However again, any water use on site is 
not expected to be significant and would not be outside what would 
usually be expected for works of this nature. 

 Production of waste: 

Will the proposal produce solid wastes during 
construction, operation, or decommissioning? 

There will be some waste generated on site. Standard domestic waste 
will be generated in construction compounds and welfare facilities. 
This will be segregated at source, removed from site and disposed of in 
a suitable licenced facility.  

There will be some Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste 
generated from the proposed development, in the form of some asphalt 
and/or concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are again, not expected 
to be significant and will be removed from site and disposed of in a 
suitable licenced facility. It is not expected that any waste soil will be 
required to be removed from site. 

Generation of waste is not anticipated for the operational period. 

Pollution and nuisances: 

Will the proposal release pollutants to ground or 
surface water, or air (including noise and vibrations) 
or water, or lead to exceeding environmental standards 
set out in other Directives? 

The proposed development is located in Air Quality Zone A. The 
closest air quality monitoring station to the proposed development is 
located on Amiens Street, Dublin 1.Historic monitoring indicates that 
the emissions of PM2.5 have slightly reduced from 2010 recording. 

There is potential for some emissions to air to occur as part of the 
proposed development, however there is not expected to be any 
exceedance in environmental standards set out in relevant Directives. 
There is not expected to be any emissions to ground or surface water as 
a result of the proposed excavation works. Refer to Section 6 for a 
detailed description of the types and characteristics of effects. 

From a noise perspective, both East Wall Road and North Wall Quay 
are mapped as part of the DCC Dublin Agglomeration Strategic Noise 
Maps.  Lden values along both these streets predominately range from 
65-69dB and 70-74dB on the Strategic Noise Maps. A Lden value 
range of >75dB was observed at the East Wall Roundabout. Lnight 
values range from 50-54dB along North Wall Quay and East Wall 
Road with additional Lden values of 55-59dB at the East Wall 
Roundabout. Considering the above readings, the baseline noise 
emanating from the nearby roads surrounding the site is considered to 
be already quite high. 

There is potential for noise to be generated during the construction 
phase due to construction traffic and machinery operation. However, 
noise emissions are not expected to be significant. Standard working 
hours of 0700-1800 Monday to Friday and 0800-1400 on Saturday will 
apply to works along North Wall Quay while it is closed and works in 
other areas which do no impact traffic. Works outside of these hours 
will apply for works such as trench road crossings along East Wall 
Road and resurfacing works along East Wall Road (up to 23:00 at 
night). Any other works outside of these hours would be by exception. 

No significant vibration impacts are envisaged during the construction 
phase. Construction plant with potential to cause vibration impacts are 
likely to be used such as excavators and dumper trucks. Any potential 
vibration impacts during the construction phase will be managed by the 
implementation of control measures. A full list of measures will be 
proposed and implemented by the contractor in advance of the 
construction works. 
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Screening Determination: 

No significant water pollution impacts are envisaged to ground or 
surface water receptors during the construction phase.   

Any surface water run-off that is generated during both the construction 
and operational phase of the proposed development will enter the 
existing Dublin City Council surface water drainage system prior to 
discharge to the Lower Liffey Estuary. Best practice construction 
measures such as silt and sediment controls will be installed prior to the 
commencement of any construction works. 

Due to the high traffic volumes along East Wall Road, there is a 
potential for nuisance with regards to traffic during the construction 
phase of the proposed development. Therefore, the Contractor will be 
required to develop and implement a detailed Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP) at the outset to ensure that traffic disruption 
is kept to a minimum. 

Major accidents and disasters: 

In accordance with scientific knowledge, is there a risk 
of major accidents and/or disasters which are relevant 
to the project, including those caused by climate 
change? 

Given the scale and nature of the proposed excavation works, there is 
not considered to be any risk of major accidents and/or disasters which 
are relevant to the project 

The Contractor will ensure that the proposed development are carried 
out in accordance with the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 
(Construction) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 291 of 2013). There is a low 
probability that accidents will occur as the construction works are 
standard in nature and well understood. Normal good construction 
practice will ensure that the risk of accidents will be low. It is 
envisaged that the risk of accidents, having regard to substances or 
technologies used is very low and therefore will not result in significant 
environmental effects. 

Risks to human health, for example due to water 
contamination or air pollution: 

The proposed development is not expected to give rise to the release of 
pollutants to ground, surface or ground water, or air which will lead to 
exceeding environmental standards set out in other Directives. 

Refer to Section 6.1 for an assessment of the potential for effects on 
human health. 

C. Location of proposed development: 

The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas 
likely to be affected by the proposed development: 

If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics of the location  

(With particular regard to the (a) existing and approved land use, (b) 
the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of 
natural resources, and (c) the absorption capacity of the environment): 

Generally describe the location of the site and its 
surroundings: 

The proposed development is situated along the East Wall Road (R131) 
from the southern portion of the EXO Building to the Point 
Roundabout located at North Wall Quay (R801)/East Wall Road and 
Tom Clarke Bridge (East Link Bridge). The site boundaries measure 
approximately 0.4ha 
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Screening Determination: 

Is the project located within, close to or has it the 
potential to impact on any site specified in Article 
103(3)(a)(v) of the Regulations: 

 

− European site  
− NHA/pNHA 
− Designated Nature Reserve 
− Designated refuge for flora or fauna  
− Place, site or feature of ecological interest, the 

preservation, conservation, protection of which 
is an objective of a development plan/ local area 
plan/ draft plan or variation of a plan. 

The site of the proposed development is not within the boundary of any 
Natura 2000 sites. The nearest designated site is 1.4km to the north 
(South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA). 

The nearest NHA to the site is the Skerries Island NHA, which is 
located approximately 26.5km to the north-east of the site. The nearest 
pNHAs to the site are the Grand Canal pNHA which is approximately 
400m to the south-west of the site and the Royal Canal pNHA which is 
approximately 800m to the west of the site. 

There are no nature reserves, or nature designated areas of refuge for 
flora or fauna at or near the site of the proposed development.  The site 
is not considered to be of significant ecological interest – refer to 
Section 6 for further information. 

Are there any other areas on or around the location 
that are important or sensitive for reasons of their 
ecology e.g. wetlands, watercourses or other 
waterbodies (including riparian areas and river 
mouths), the coastal zone and the marine environment, 
mountains, forests or woodlands, that could be 
affected by the project? 

The site of the proposed development is located in a highly urbanised, 
commercial area within Dublin City Centre.  As such, it is not 
considered that there are any species of rich biodiversity value on the 
site, and there are no other areas on or around the site that are 
considered important or sensitive for reasons of their ecology. 

Is the proposal likely to be highly visible to many 
people? Are there any areas or features of high 
landscape or scenic value on or around the location, or 
are there any routes or facilities that are used by the 
public for recreation or other facilities which could be 
affected by the proposal? 

The proposed development is located within a commercial area of 
Dublin City Centre.  There are a large number of multi-storey 
commercial premises located in immediate proximity to the site.  
During construction, there will be elements that will be visible to 
people within the site boundaries.  However, upon completion there 
will not be any elements of the project that will represent a significant 
change in the existing landscape. 

Therefore, the site is not considered to be of significant landscape 
character significance. 

Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural 
importance on or around the location that could be 
affected by the project? 

There are no Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) located within 
proximity of the site.  The following protected structure and recorded 
monument are located adjacent to the site boundary: 

Protected Structure Reg No. 50011169 – Train Shed (now the location 
of the 3 Arena) 

Recorded Monument DU018-020564 – Quay Wall 

Refer to Section 6.4 for detailed descriptions on proposed mitigation 
measures and potential impacts to the historic features listed above. 

Are there areas within or around the location which 
are densely populated or built-up, or occupied by 
sensitive land uses e.g. hospitals, schools, places of 
worship, community facilities that could be affected 
by the proposal? 

The proposed development is located within a built-up, urbanised area.  
However, there are no sensitive land uses within proximity to the 
proposed development. 

Are there any areas within or around the location 
which contain important, high quality or scarce 
resources e.g. groundwater, surface waters, forestry, 
agriculture, fisheries, tourism, minerals, that could be 
affected by the proposal? 

The site of the proposed work does not contain important, high quality or 
scarce resources that could be affected by the proposal. 

The Grand Canal and Royal Canal are situated approximately 400m to the 
southwest and 800m to the west respectively. 
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Screening Determination: 

Are there any areas within or around the location 
which are already subject to pollution or 
environmental damage, and where there has already 
been a failure in environmental standards that could be 
affected by the proposal e.g. the status of water bodies 
under the Water Framework Directive? 

There are no known areas within or around the site of the proposed 
development which are already subject to pollution or environmental 
damage, or where there has already been a failure in environmental 
standards that could be affected by the proposal. 

There are no known surface water features on the site of the proposed 
development.  The closest water feature is the Liffey Estuary Lower 
which is located adjacent to the southern border of the site 
development. The Liffey Estuary Lower is identified as a transitional 
waterbody that is of ‘good’ ecological status and is ‘Not at Risk’ in 
terms of achieving its Water Framework Directive objectives. 

 

Is the site located in an area susceptible to subsidence, 
landslides, erosion, or flooding which could cause the 
proposal to present environmental problems? 

The site of the proposed development is not located in an area 
susceptible to subsidence, landslides, erosion or flooding which could 
cause the proposal to present environmental problems.  

The site is low-lying and located within the built-up area of Dublin City 
Centre.  

There are no known surface water features on the site of the proposed 
development. The closest water feature is Liffey Estuary Lower, which 
is located adjacent to the southern boundary of the site. The site is not 
located in a flood zone. Thus, there is no risk of flooding of the 
proposed development. 

Are there any additional considerations that are 
specific to this location?  

No additional considerations in addition to those previously identified 
above are specific to this location. 

D. Types and characteristics of potential impacts: 

If relevant, briefly describe the characteristics of the 
potential impacts under the headings below. 

 

(including where relevant the magnitude and spatial 
extent of the impact (e.g. geographical areas and size 
of population likely to be affected), nature of impact, 
intensity and complexity of impact, probability of 
impact, and duration, frequency and reversibility of 
the impact): 

If relevant, briefly describe any mitigation 
measures proposed to avoid or prevent a 
significant effect. 

 

Is this likely to 
result in 
significant effects 
on the 
environment? 

 

 

Population and human health: 

The proposed development will facilitate the 
alternative travel routes throughout the existing point 
junction.  The works involve the excavation of the 
existing roundabout and the provision of additional 
pedestrian and cycle crossings and the extension of 
existing two-way cycle track along Campshires to East 
Link Bridge.  There will also be new public lighting 
features introduced throughout the site boundary. 

There will be some construction traffic associated with 
the construction of the proposed development.  
Additionally, there will be some temporary disruption 
to pedestrian and cycle routes during the construction 
phase of the proposed development.  However, the 
operation of the proposed development will rectify 
existing safety concerns for active travel users by 
expanding on existing pedestrian and cyclist access 
routes.   

There will be some dust and noise emissions during 
the construction phase.  

Temporary traffic management measures will be 
required where the work will cross or run adjacent 
to the local public roads. These temporary traffic 
management measures will be designed carefully 
to enable the works to progress and to manage the 
safety of workers and the passing public. The 
temporary traffic management measures will 
evolve constantly as the works progresses. Thus, 
as a result of temporary traffic measures, there 
may be some disruption or nuisance experienced 
by local residents and businesses.  

In the event of temporary disruption to access to 
these receptors or the gates at Dublin Port, prior 
engagement will be undertaken to inform any 
impacted access routes. 

No 
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Screening Determination: 

Sensitive receptors are located near the proposed 
development area and include the Gibson Hotel and a 
new student accommodation on Mayor Street Upper to 
the west of the Gibson Hotel. Access routes to the 
above sensitive receptors will be maintained for the 
duration of the construction period. 

Following completion of the proposed development, a 
permanent positive effect on the health of the 
population is identified as a result of  improved 
infrastructure, services and public services (bus stop) 
and additional/improved routes for cyclists and 
pedestrians.   

Biodiversity, with particular attention to species and habitats protected under the Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive.2 *  

No significant effects on biodiversity are predicted as 
a result of the proposed development 

None required No 

Land, soil, water, air and climate: 

Only shallow excavations and milling will be required 
during the construction of the proposed development. 
No dewatering will be required during the construction 
phase of the proposed development.   

Any surface water run-off that is generated during 
both the construction and operational phase of the 
proposed development will enter the existing Dublin 
City Council surface water drainage system prior to 
discharge to the Lower Liffey Estuary. Best practice 
construction measures such as silt and sediment 
controls will be installed prior to the commencement 
of any construction works. 

There will be some waste generated on site. Standard 
domestic waste will be generated in construction 
compounds and welfare facilities. This will be 
segregated at source, removed from site and disposed 
of in a suitable licenced facility.  

There will be some Construction and Demolition 
(C&D) waste generated from the proposed 
development, in the form of some asphalt and/or 
concrete. The quantities of C&D waste are not 
expected to be significant and will be removed from 
site and disposed of in a suitable licenced facility. It is 
not expected that any waste soil will be required to be 
removed from site. 

There is potential, as in any construction or excavation 
site, for a pollution event to occur resulting in 
contamination.  

There is potential for dust impacts to arise due to 
construction activities associated with the proposed 
development, including the excavation works and the 
stockpiling of material on site. 

The proposed development will result in emissions to 
air from the combustion exhausts of construction plant 
and machinery and the vehicles used to transport the 
workforce, materials and waste to and from the works 
areas. Emissions to air from the proposed development 
during the construction phase will be temporary and 

The Contractor will send any excavated material 
which cannot be re-used/recycled for disposal to a 
suitably licenced facility. The contractor will 
ensure that any interim storage or waste 
management facilities for excavated material have 
the appropriate waste licences of waste facility 
permits in place. 

All construction machinery will be stored in a 
bunded construction compound on site. No fuels 
will be stored on site. Best practice construction 
practises will be implemented throughout the 
duration of the construction phase.  

Part of the proposed development involves the 
implementation of Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems (SuDS).  As such, surface water will be 
managed in accordance with SuDS.  

The level of monitoring and adoption of 
mitigation measures will vary throughout the 
construction works depending on the type of 
activities being undertaken and the prevailing 
weather conditions at the time. A dust screen will 
be use around the site. It is noted that the 
stockpiling of excavated material on site is to be 
minimised with immediate removal of excavated 
materials envisaged for the majority of the works. 

The contractor will implement normal good 
practice measures in monitoring and reducing 
exhaust emissions during the construction phase. 
A CTMP will be implemented for the duration of 
the construction phase. Construction traffic will be 
managed to keep trips by Heavy Goods Vehicles 
(HGVs) to the practical minimum.  

Construction operations on site, deliveries to site 
and construction shift times will be managed to 
ensure minimal disruption and ensure construction 
traffic will have limited impact on the traditional 
network peak periods. Construction operations 
will generally take place between the hours of 

No 

 
2 *And with particular regard to areas specified in Article 103(3)(a)(v) of the Regulations. 
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Screening Determination: 

the effect on air quality is not expected to be 
significant.  

Due to the facilitation of active travel routes 
throughout the proposed development, there is the 
potential for a decrease in vehicle usage which would 
result in a net positive air effect during the operational 
phase.  There will be no significant negative air effects 
as a result of the proposed development. 

Noise will be generated during the construction of the 
proposed development due to demolition works, 
excavation works, construction works, construction 
machinery and construction traffic.  

Vibration impacts will also potentially arise due to the 
proposed rock breaking activities to be carried out as 
part of the excavation works. However, due to the 
limited extent of rock breaking activities, the duration 
of vibration impacts are likely to be  

The effect of construction noise on sensitive receptors 
in the immediate vicinity of the proposed development 
site are deemed to be temporary and imperceptible due 
to the short duration of the works and the urban setting 
of the proposed development.  

With respect to operational traffic noise, it is not 
expected that there will be a likely significant adverse 
impacts, considering the existing busy, urban setting.  

0700-1800 Monday to Friday and 0800-1400 on 
Saturday. It may be necessary for some 
construction operations to be undertaken outside 
these times.  

Noise emissions will be further managed by the 
implementation of specific control measures. 
Examples of measures to be employed include the 
selection of quiet plant, not leaving plant idling 
and maintenance of plant to minimise noise 
generation. A full list of measures will be 
proposed and implemented by the contractor in 
advance of the construction works.   

 

Material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape:*  

Given the volume of traffic through the site, there is 
the potential for slight negative landscape and visual 
effects during the construction works.  However, as 
these works will be localised and of short duration, 
significant impacts to the existing landscape are not 
anticipated. 

The proposed development is located in immediate 
proximity to the Recorded Monument DU018-020 
(Quay wall), which is subject to statutory protection 
under Section 12 of the National Monuments 
(Amendment) Act 1994. However, as outlined in 
Section 6.8, the level of vibration caused during the 
construction phase is unlikely to generate any 
significant impacts on surrounding structures. Thus, 
significant impacts to protected structures within the 
vicinity of the proposed development are unlikely. 

Consultation with the relevant service providers 
will ensure minimal disruption to existing services 
during the construction phase.  

The contractor will ensure that all construction 
works that will be undertaken within the vicinity 
of the Quay Wall will be accompanied by method 
statements which will be submitted to registered 
archaeologists for prior approval. 

 

No 

Cumulative effects: 

The DCC Planning website was consulted in order to 
ascertain if there are any other existing or permitted 
projects that could give rise to cumulative effects, 
when considered alongside the proposed development. 
Existing or permitted projects of significance within 
1km of the proposed development site which have the 
potential to give rise to cumulative effects were 
identified (refer to Section 6.10) 

Considering the identified projects and potential 
projects in the area surrounding the proposed 
development site, none are anticipated to have a 
significant effect on the baseline environment. 
Therefore, these projects are unlikely to give rise to 
significant cumulative effects with the proposed 
development. 

None Required No 
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Screening Determination: 

Further, given that no likely significant effects have 
been identified as a result of the proposed 
development, no significant cumulative effects are 
identified. 

Transboundary effects: 

As described in Section 5, the site of the proposed 
development is approximately 0.4ha  in size and is 
located along the East Wall Quay at the existing Point 
Junction Roundabout. 

The proposed development will be minor in nature and 
scale. Thus, there is no potential for transboundary 
effects to occur as a result of the proposed 
development.   

None required. No 

E. Additional Considerations: 

Further relevant information, if any, relating to how 
the results of any other relevant assessments of the 
effects on the environment have been taken into 
account (e.g. SEA, AA screening, AA): 

The conclusions of the AA Screening Report have been considered in 
the preparation of this report.  

Other relevant information / considerations of note:  

F.  Determination:  

No real likelihood of significant effects on the 
environment. 

√ EIAR is not 
required 

Real likelihood of significant effects on the 
environment. 

  EIAR is required 

G. Main Reasons and Considerations:  

Having regard to the criteria in Schedule 7, the information provided in accordance with Schedule 7A of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and the following: 

a. Set out the main reasons and considerations specific to the nature, size, or location of the proposed development, and the 
types and characteristics of potential impacts: 

b. Where relevant, reference any key mitigation measures of significance to the screening determination: 
c. Where relevant, reference the results of any other relevant assessments of the effects on the environment (e.g. SEA, AA 

screening, AA): 
d. Any other relevant information: 

It is considered that the proposed development would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment and that 
the preparation and submission of an environmental impact report is not therefore required. 
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