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In November 2016 a moltan passed In Dublin Cily Counell to rezons fhe DCC slte at Marrowbone Lane ta 79 for sports and racrealional use. This came on fool of

@ grass raots communlly eampaign, Sporting Liberties,
nowhare to irain or play champlonship games i thelr h
potential to ba a model of what a cosmopolltan thriving
residants recently seitied In the ares,

many schools and communliy groups, local buslnesses as

formad by five fleld sports olubs who batwaen them represent more than 40 teams. Teams who have
ome tusf of the Inner ¢lty, The Dublln Gity Councll owned site at Marowhone Lans is a {arge site with the
urban communily ¢an be, The area is home to deeply rootad ald rasidential communitias and naw

large as Diageo and as small as (he contalner cafe on Thomas

Street and the slall holders on Maath Street, cantres of falth and worship,

cultural and artlslic centrea.

The Liberties and the Dubilin B area generally has recenlly bean at the centre of major devalopment and gentelficatlon: new distilerlos and lourlst altractions,

high-and student housing has sncroached on old nelghbotithoods,

Dlageo has announced plans to redevelop 12 acrss of s land around St James’s Gate, lwo

regeneration projects are undenway at Dalphin House and Teresa’s Gardens, the new National Chiidren's Hospital construotion is a development of massive
proparilons that Is having iremendous Impact on the local area and a materaily hospltal Is axpectad to be bullt at a Jater stage on this same slte, naw holels have
baen bullt i the Coombe and more are expacted In the area. Davelopment Is to be welcomead however what is tacking in the area are sporing faciities and
comimualty cantres, having lost the use of Canman Hall and the market area at Newmarkat Square most racently. We are also lacking in open green space In the
area and proviously, iha slte at Marrowbone Lane was ldenlifled as a place thal cauld he used to push us closar fo deslrable levets of green space, Even wilh
new paiks ilke Weaver Square and Bridgefoot Sreat, the area still falla some 30% below hanchntarks for grean spacas, maasurad agalnst the densily of paople
living In an area. In fac, with the Influx of some 5,260 new student beds and mara lhan 1,000 hotel and apart holel bads, this ligura of 30% Is perhaps an
overestimation and aur goal of achieving the deslrable henchmark further out of reach,

Under the current proposed “super depot™ development plan, 100 residentlal unlts, two all-waalher pliches and sorme naw public spaces would be provided.
However, on a slte Hke this we cauld achieva the provision of a tal mare housing, & sports plich of a size that would cater for the nesds of the local sports clubs
and addltional green spacas, It would also msan that we do not have to destroy the allotments and communily gardan which has bulll up over tha last 8 years at
Weaver Square where some 30 residentiat units are proposed. We would keep this valuahte cotamunlty amernity, have more housing along with funclional

cornmunlly sports amenlles.

Depols lka the ane proposad at Matrowbone Lana belong In Indusirial areas, not In a vibrant ety cenlre, i makes Hitle sense in tarms of sustainable
davelopment, What Is alarming is that tha propasal goas agafnst the council's own developmant plan, which stales: "Open space and racreation areas are a kay
comparent to quality of lifa for cltizens and visltors to the city.” In fact, to locate tha dapot here represents a sarfous incurslon Into the reafization of tha right of
children fn our community lo flourish - compared ta ather parts of the Dublin South Central Area Conslituency, the Dublin 8/LIbertles/Coombe araa ls seriously
lackdng fn facllitles for young peaple such as sports ¢lub grounds and houses, publie swimming pools, comraunlly centres, youth cafes.

The councii's Liberties greening siralegy pute farward & vislon for a nelwark of new urban parks, with refurblshed green spaces and play areas. Sticking a “super
depol” in the heatt of old Dublin [s & sure way to kill this vision dead. In fack, this plan lacks vision for tha Kind of vibrant, thriving Inner clty cormunlly that would
sustaln an Innar cily community, those who five here, those who work hers, those who vistt our baloved Libsriies and Coombe for decades Into the futurs,

This s what the communlly want, We reserva our right to daterrmine the Kind of community we want and who our communlty s for, Wa wholly refect tha proposal
fo locata what will assenlially be a cer park for statlonary maintenance vehidles In the middle of our community, We want sommurily facliitles, housing and grean
spaces that wilf attract, Insplre and sustaln communlty life and provide our children with the kind of community they can flourlsh In. With the right kind of viston,
Ihis slie has the patential to fransform our area. This proposal doas not represent such vision, In fact, this praposal is a furlher Imposiion an the less advaniaged
comnmnllies of the clly of Dubln and, when one considars the scarclly of land In the Inner clty araa, will limlt the patanial of the area and all of iis residents walt

inlo the fulure If Implermentad,

Rolsin Ryder
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