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Introduction

1 What Is your nama?

Nama:
avrll gannon

2 What Is your email addreas?

Email:

3 What is your organisation?

Organfeation:
Resldant and member of $t Gatharines park resldents assoclation

4 Make a submission here

Make a submission;
Having lived my entire IIfe“’rom this slte and whera | now bring up my own famlly | fully endorse the comments below from Counclllor MaGValgh,

in November 2018 a motlon passsd in Dublin Clly Council to razone the DCG slte at Marrowhone Lane to Z9 for sporis and recreational use, This came on fool of
a grass rools communlly campalgn, Sporing Liberlles, formed by five fleld sports clubs who hetween them represant more than 40 teams, Teams who have
nowhere to fraln or play champlonship games In thelr home turf of tha inner cily. The Dublin Gity Gouncil owned she at Marrowbone Lane Is a farge slle with the
potentlal to he a model of what a cosmopolitan thriving urban communlty can be. The area Is homa to deeply rooled old residential communities and new
rasidents recently setllad In the area, many schools and community groups, lacal businesses as largo as Dlageo and as small as the conlainer cafe on Thomas
Streat and the saff holders on Mealh Streel, cenlras of falth and worship, cultural and artistic centres,

The Libertles and the Dublin 8 area generally has recently besn at the centra of major davelopment and gentrification: new distllledes and tourlst atiractions,
high-and student housing has encroached on old neighbourhoods, Diageo has announced plans lo radevelop 12 acres of lts Jand around St James's Gate, two
regeneration projects are underway al Dolphin House and Teresa's Gardens, the new Natlonal Children's Hospitaf consiructlon Is a devalopment of massive
proportions that s having tremandats impact on tha ocal area and a maternity hospltal is expecled ta be buil al a later stage on this same site, new hotels have
been bufll In the Coombe and more are sxpacted In the area. Davelopment |s to he welcomed however what Is tacking Irr the area are sporing facllittes and
cammunity centres, having last the use of Garman Hall and the market area at Newmarkeat Square most recently. We are also lacking In open graen space In the
area and previously, the site at Marrowbane Lane was identified as a place that could be used to push us coser to desirabls lavels of graen spacs, Even with
new parks like Waaver Square and Brldgefoot Straet, tha area stlll falls sotme 30% bealow benchmarks for green spaces, measured agalnat the density of paaple
tiving In an-area. in facl, with the influx of some 3,260 new student beds and maore than 1,000 hotal and apart holel bods, this figure of 30% Is perhaps an
overestimation and our goal of achieving the desfrable benchmark further out of reach.

Under the currant proposed “super depot” development plan, 100 residential unils, two all-waather pitchas and some new publlc spaces would be provided,
Howsvar, on a sila like this we could achieve the provislon of a lat more hausing, & sports plich of a size thal would cater far the needs of the lacal sports ciubs
and additlonal green spaces. it would also mean thal we do not have to destroy the allotments and camununity garden which has bullt up over the last 8 years at
Weavar Squara where same 30 residential units are proposed. We would keep this vajuable community amenity, have mara holsing alang with functlonal
communlly speris amenlties,

Dapols like he one propased al Marrewbone Lane belong In Industrial areas, nof In & vibrant clly centra. It makes [itls sense In terms of susfainable
development, What s afarming I that (he proposat goes against the councdll's own devalopment plan, which slalas: "Open space and recreation areas are a key
component {o qualily of iife for cilzans and visitors fo the clty.” In fact, to locata the dapot here represents a serlous Incursion Into the reallzation of the Haht of
children I our communily ta flourlsh - compared o ather parts of the Dublin South Centrat Area Constituency, the Dublin 8/Lthertles/Caombe araa ls serlously
lacklng In facilittss for young paople such as sports club grounds and housas, public swimming pocls, community centres, youth cafas,

The council's Libartles greening stratagy puts forward a vislon for a network of new urban parks, wilh refurblshed grean spacas and play areas, Sflcking a "super
depot” In tha heart of old Dublin Is a sure way to kil this viston daad, In fact, this plan tacks vislon for the kind of vibrant, thilving lnner clty community thal would
suslain an Inber oity community, lhose wha Ilve here, lhoss whe work here, thase wha visht our belovad Liberfles and Coambe for decades Inta the futura,

This Is what the communlty want, Wa reserve our right 1o determine the kind of communily we want and wha aur community Is for. We whally relect tha proposal
ta Jooate what will essenlially be a car park for statlonary maintenance vehicles in the middie of our communlty. We want community facliifles, housing and green
spaces that wili attrael, Insplre and sustain communlly lifa and provide our children with the kind of communlty they can fourish In. With (he fght kind of vision,
this site has the potential lo transform our area. This proposal daes not represent such vislon, In fact, this proposal is a furiher Imposition an the Jess advaniaged
communities of the olly of Dublin and, whan ane considers the scarclty of land In the Inner cily area, il limlt the patential of the area and all of Its restdents wall
Inlo the fuluee If implemented,
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