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oviranmental Prolection Agency
An Chnfomhatreacht e £ baid Cusrhskpot

Reglonal Inspectorate,
Inniscaria,

Gounty Corlk, Ireland

Clglreacht Réiglinach, Inis Cara

Chontae Chorcal, Bire

T: k353 21 487 3540
Fi +353 21 407 5545

Ms Avril Feeney e oo
Administl‘ativ@ Of_ﬁcel' LoCall: Ilsgu 33- Sl; ég
Planning Administration

Planning Department

Civic Offices

Wood Quay

Dublin 8

24% September 2018 Our Ref: 180901.1

Re. Draft Variation No.6 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022 — Mayrowbone
Lane

Dear Ms Feeney,

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) acknowledges your notice, dated the 3¢
September 2018, regarding the above and notes its contents.

We are one of the five environmental authorities specified in the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Regulations. Out role as an SEA environmental authority focuses on
promoting full and transparent integration of the findings of the SEA into plans and advocating
that the key environmental challenges for Ireland are addressed as relevant and appropriate to
the Plan. The EPA's functions as an SEA environmental authority do not include approving or
enforcing SEAs or plans.

As a priority, we focus our efforts on reviewing and commenting on key sector plans, For land
use plaus at county and local level, we provide a ‘self-service approach’ via our guidance
document ‘SEA of Local Authority Land Use Plans — BPA Recommendations and Resources’
to consider, as relevant and where approptiate to the plan, This document is updated regularly,

SEA Determination
We note your propesed determination with regards to the need for SEA of the Proposed Draft
Vartation No,6 to the Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022 (the Variation),

Specific Comments on the Yariation
In addition to ensuring consistency with the National Planning Framework, the Department of
Housing Planning and Local Government recently has published Draft Urban Development
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and Building Height Guidelines which should also be taken into consideration in implementing
the Variation and can be consulted from the link below:

hitps://www.housing. gov.ie/planning/guidelines/public-consultation-draft-urban-

development-and-building-heights-guidelines

Additionally, where possible, redevelopment of brownfield lands within the areas covered by
the Variation should be accompanied with appropriate retnediation of any contaminated lands
identified. This should also be prioritised over considering development on greenfield lands,

EPA State of the Environnent Report 2016

The EPA has published our latest ‘State of the Environment Report” - Jreland’s Environment
2016 —An Assessment (EP4, 2016). The recommendations, key issues and challenges described
within this repoit should be considered, as relevant and approptiate to the Plan area.

SEA WebGIS Search and Reporting Tool

The EPA WebGIS Search and Reporting application is an online GIS based web application
that will allow users to explore, interrogate and produce an indicative report on key aspects of
the environment in specific geographic areas. These reports are indicative and will provide an
overview of key aspects of the environment within a specific plan area. This may be used to
inform the SEA screening and scoping stages for Plans and Programines with reference in the
fizst nstance fo the land use sector, though it is also applicable to other sector plans. It may be
accessed via www.edenireland.ie

ETA WI'D Application

Our WFD Application provides access to water quality and catchment data from the national
WEFD monitoring programme. The Application is accessed through EDEN EF
https:/fwid.edenireland.ie/ and is available to public agencies. Publicly available data can be
accessed via the www, catchments.ie website,

EPA AA GeoTool

Our AA GeoTool application has been developed in partnership with the NPWS. It allows users
to a sclect a location, specify a search area and gather available information for each Buropean
Site within the area. If is available at: hitp.//www.epa.ie/lerminalfou/AppropAssess/index.jsp

Future Modifications to the Draft Variation

Where changes to the Variation ate made prior to finalisation, or where modifications to the
Plan are proposed folfowing its adoption, these should be screened for potential for likely
significant effects in accordance with the criteria as set out in the SEA Regulations Schedule
24 Criferia (8.1 No, 436 of 2004),

Infrastraciure Planning
In proposing the Variation, and any related amendments, variations ete, of the Plan, and in

implementing the Variation, adequate and appropriate infrastiucture should be in place, or
required to be put in place, to service any development proposed and authorised during the

lifettme of the Plan.
Environmental Authorifies
Under the SEA Regulations (S.1. No, 436 of 2004, as amended by S.1. No, 201 of 2011), notice
should also be given to the following;
e The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government
»  Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and the Minister for Communications,

Climate Action and Environment, where it appears to the planning authority that the
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plan or programme, or modification of the plan or programme, might have significant

effects on fisheries or the marine envitonment

» where i appeats to the competent authority that the plan or programme, or amendment
to a plan or programme, might have significant effects in relation to the architectural
or archaeological heritage or to nature conservation, the Minister for Culture, Horltage

and the Gaeltacht, and

¢ any adjoining planning authority whose area is contiguous to the area of a planning

authority which prepated a draft plan, proposed variation or local area plan,

A copy of your decision regarding the detetmination, including, as appropriate, the reasons for
not requiring an environmental assessment, should be made available for public inspection at
your offices, on your website and should also be notified to any Environmental Authoritics

already consulted.

Should you have any queries or require further information in reflation to the above please
contact the undersigned. 1 would be prateful if an acknowledgement of receipt of this

submission could be sent electronically to the following address: sea@epa.ie.

Yours sincerely,

Cian O’Mahony

Scientific Officer

SEA Section

Office of Evidence and dssessment
Environmental Protection Agency
Reglonal Inspectorate

Inniscarra,

County Cork
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