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A Natural Treasure 
on Dublin’s Doorstep 

The proposed Dublin Bay Biosphere is 
led by a partnership of agencies. 
 

Dublin City Council is  initiating a  partnership with 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, Fingal 
County Council, National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and Dublin Port Company.  
 
The North Bull Island Biosphere is currently under 
review to meet UNESCO requirements for an 
enlarged Biosphere that fulfils conservation, devel-
opment and education functions. It is proposed to 
extend the designation to cover more of Dublin Bay.  
 
As part of this review, the Dublin Local Authorities 
have been carrying out  on-street conversations to 
increase awareness and ask people what they most 
value about Dublin Bay and how they would like to 
see it improved. 

 

Working Together  
to  

promote a balance between 
people and nature 

 

Get Involved 
 

We need YOUR help to protect 
nature and build sustainable  
communities in Dublin Bay 

 Tell us what you think….  For more information see.. .. 
 

 bit.ly/DublinBayBiosphere   bit.ly/DublinBayBiosphere 

There are many ways to get involved in your  
Biosphere reserve: 
 
 

 Have your say on important issues and help us  
 define future strategy for the proposed Dublin Bay 

Biosphere by taking part in our public consultations 
 
 If you would like to receive further information on  

events and activities that take place around Dublin 
Bay, please let us know and we will add your name 
to our mailing list. 

 
 Become a volunteer to help us 

with our regular beach clean 
ups, wildlife surveys and inva-
sive species clearing events. 

 

https://consultation.dublincity.ie/planning/dublin-bay-biosphere
https://consultation.dublincity.ie/planning/dublin-bay-biosphere


A Biosphere reserve is a unique place which is internation-
ally recognised by UNESCO for its biodiversity, yet is actively 
managed to promote a balanced relationship between  
people and nature.  Biospheres have  a ‘core’ area desig-
nated for nature conservation but the rest of the biosphere  
includes places where people live and work sustainably. 

Why Dublin Bay?  
North Bull Island was desig-
nated as a Biosphere by 
UNESCO (the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and  
Cultural Organisation) in 1981 
and is the only Biosphere in the 
world entirely  situated in a 
capital city.  The Island has arisen from human activities; it 
developed by the gradual natural deposition of sand behind 
the North Bull Wall - built in the 1820s to improve naviga-
tion of the tidal channel of the Liffey.  The Island is still 
growing and is the only sand dune complex on the east 
coast of Ireland which is increasing.  It is the most desig-
nated site on the island of Ireland. 
 

The  North Bull Island Biosphere  is subject to a periodic 
review every ten years.  As part of the current review it is 
proposed to enlarge the designation to cover more of  
Dublin Bay to reflect its significant  environmental,  
economic, cultural and tourism importance and extend new 
opportunities to the Dublin Region. 
 

Benefits for us all:  

 Quality of Life and Health 

 Environmental Quality 

 Community development 

 Tourism and Recreation 

 Local partnership 

 Nature Conservation 

 Environmental Awareness 

 

An Important Ecological Network 
 

Dublin is a capital city 
of over half a million 
people with a network 
of coastal habitats 
which are internation-
ally important for flora 
and fauna. Together, 
these Natura 2000 
sites form  a local ecological network which is the ‘core’ area for 
a new biosphere.  These include the existing biosphere at Bull 
Island, extending north to Howth Head and Baldoyle Bay and 
south to Booterstown Marsh and Dalkey Island.   
 

Dublin - a  City Close to Nature 
 

The  three  coastal Dublin local authorities 

want to use the international status of the 

Biosphere to promote Dublin as a metropoli-
tan region of outstanding natural beauty and 
richness of marine habitats and culture.   
 

The proposed Dublin Bay Biosphere brings 
together a number of important coastal  

habitats -  estuaries, wetlands, marshlands, 

sand dunes, cliffs and heath -  that support a 

wealth of wildlife including mammals, birds, 

fish, insects and plants.  
 

These natural assets are combined with a 

colourful maritime heritage, from ancient 

times through the golden age of steam and 
rail, right up to present day. With an expanse 
of coastline, there is also plenty of outdoor 

health and recreation opportunities  across 

Dublin Bay.  An enlarged Biosphere is an op-
portunity to develop a strong brand identity 
to promote Dublin Bay as an world class 
amenity. 
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Natural Beauty 
Outstanding scenery and seascapes as the 
coastline of Dublin Bay sweeps in an arc 
from the Howth Peninsula  
to Dun Laoghaire Pier and Dalkey Island. 

Wildlife 
A network of important habitats for pro-
tected species like the Brent Goose,  
Harbour Porpoise and Little Tern, and 
rare plants like Bird’s Foot, Liverwort, the 
Green-winged Orchid and Bee Orchid. 

Healthy Activities 
A place for outdoor activities and healthy 
living -  for walking, hiking, biking, golfing, 
swimming, sailing, kayaking, kite surfing, 
paddle boarding  and a host of local 
events and festivals.   

Growth 
Where communities and businesses can 
prosper; from fishing villages and local 
employment to the largest working port 
in the country.  Whether you arrive by 
boat or plane, Dublin Bay is the gateway 
to Ireland. 

Heritage 
Dublin has been an international hub for 
trade and seafaring since Viking times. It 
has a rich maritime history from  
ancient cairns and medieval churches to 
sunken shipwrecks, Martello Towers, 
manmade Bull Island and working ports. 

Photographs are copyright of  Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-

Rathdown County Council, ‘www.outdoortourism.org’, Fingal County  

Council, Fingal Tourism, Dublin Port Company, Battle for the Bay Festival 

Map by: Dr David Jordan ©Open Street Map www.openstreetmap.org 

International Nature 

Conservation Site and  

National Amenity Area 

Dublin Bay - over 1000 Years at 

the Heart of the City…. 

 

What is a Biosphere? 


